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Je daily and ings | 


| xz N ous Increaſe of the 
kd Hererical Generg- 
Se, tion of Quakers 
in «beſe Parts made me alittle 
more. than ordinarily inquiſitive 
into their Doddrius and..P er- 
Jueſions , which 1 found upt 
only deſiruFive of all Civil Po- 
litie and Government , but of © 
Religion itſelf and the Wor ſhip of 
A 2 Al 


The Epiſtle 


Almighty God eſtabliſhed among ſt 
us : For what elſe can be expefied 
from them who atny the Scripture 
to be the Word of God, and our 
Rale and Guide in matters of Sal- 
vation * And they being ſo well 
known to you , as having had 
frequent Experience of their 0b- 
ſtinate and perverſe Flumor, in 
the Diſcharge and Execution of 
thoſe Truſts and Employments 
committed to you under His 
moſt Sacred Majeſty, I could dy 
no leſs than preſent you with this 
ſmall Treatiſe, that going under 
the Name and Proteftion of [o 
worthy and accompliſht a Perſon 
as your ſelf, it may in ſome mea- 

ſure obtein its defired Fffeft, by 
putting 


Dedicatory, 
putting a ſtop to the growing E- 
vil, and confirming thoſe who are 

\ not yet ſeduced in the Truth of 
their Profeſſion; and may tes 
ftifie to the World, bow much 


I am 
Honoured Sir, 


Your moſt Obliged and 
AﬀeeFionate Servant 


Henry Hallywell. 


[x] 


An Account of 
\ FAMILISM, 
As it is 
Revived and P2opagated 
| BY THE | 
-F CHAP. I. 

The Coguation and Agreement be- | 
tween the Quakers and other An- . 
tient and Modern Hererics. 


ur bleſſed Lord and Sa> 
Do viour  Jchus Chaiſt came 
IS from Heaven, and took 

I him our human 
N= cf and bloud, and. by 
7 has ſafferings and death 
upon the-Cxols, xedeerned and purcha- 
fed a Chuach with his own bloud 3 and 
ofthis he took a ſingular care after his 
A4 glo- 


[2 ] 
eloxious aſcenſion into Heaven, and ful. 
ly inſtructed and impowered his choſen 
Apoliles to gather it from all parts and 
quarters of the world, and they com- 
municated to men the Word of Recon- 
ciliation and the Dodrin uf eternal Sal- 
vation. But the Devil who looked witch 
an eyil-eye upon the Happine( of our 
firſt Parcnts in Paradiſe , now envied 
mankind ſo great a Good, and ftirred 
up Perſccutions againſt the Church of 
God round about. And when it plca- 
{cd the watchful Providence of God to 
give Peace to his Church by the Con- 
verlion of Emperors and Kings to the 
Faith of Chriſt ; the Devil then quickly 
ſhifted the Scene, and what he could 
not do by open violence he endeavou- 


. red to effect by Subtilty, and ſought to 


undermine the Church by Schiſms and 
Herefies 3 and to deſtroy her by thoſe 
who pretended to be her own children. 
And this Courſe he holds on ſtill; and 
to come nearer to my preſent deſign, it 
is the envy and hate the Devil bears 
againſt true Chriſtianity, that hath ſtir- 
red up here in England an Heretical fort 
of People, called Quakers, to draw a- 
way and ſeduce men from the true 
Pro- 
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Profeſſion of Religion into damnable and 
pernicious Errors. And becauſe they 
borrow ſomething of many Herefies, 
which have keen already mn the world 
it will not be amiſs, to ſhew briefly in 
{ome particulars , the Agreement that 
is between them. 

Simon Magus of 'old gave out , That 
he was God the Father : And how much 
1 pray did George Fox come behind that 
great Magician, when betore the Juſti- 
ccs of the Peace at Laxcafter, he athrm- 
e&d,' That he was equal with God? And 
Fames Nailor was no bad Proficient in 
that curſed School, when he faid,' That 
he did witneſs, that be bimſelf was as boly, 
Juſt and good as God. 

Menander affirmed himſelf to be (ent 
from the invilible Regions to be the Sa» 
viour of Mankind: And it is well 
known to the world, that Fames Nailor 
aſſerted himſelt to be Chriſtz For 
though his followers would mince the 
matter, as being aſhamed of his Blaſ- 
phemy 3 yet it is certain, that ke accep- 
ted of Hoſanna and Divine Worthip in 
the Streets of Briſtol 3 and when he was 
charged with it, would return'no other 
anſwer, but im the words: of 'our Savi- 
Our 


[4] t 
our Chill, Thow ſayeft it, which is as 
much: as, I aſſent to it or acknowledge it. 

Photinus denicd the Trinity, acknow- 
ledging only the Father, and excluding 
the Son and the Holy Ghoſt : And 
George Fox in the Book called, Sanl's Er- 
rand to Damaſcus, aftirms that theye is no 
diftinttion of Perſons in the Godhead. Aud 
if at any time they arc forced to a.Con- 
feſſion of it, they deliver it fo ambigu- 
oufly that it amounts to no more than 
whatr 4rius himſelf afarmed as his Faith, 
who when he was commanded by the 
Emperor Conſtantine to give a Conteſh- 
on of it, delivered a Creed in words 
ours, but in ſenſe his own. 

Socinus denied the ſatisfaftion of Je- 
ſus Chrift, and looked upon his Death 
and Paſhon only as an Example: And 
this is expreſly found in their Book cak 
led, Sax/'s Errand to Pamaſews : And 
Fames Nailer in his Love to the Loſt, p-$6. 
{ays, That the end for which Chriſt did 
ſuffer was 0 be a living Example to all 
Generations. 

The Y elentinians arrogated to them- 
ſclves a knowledge beyond Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles: And what «He do the 
Quakers when they ſo impudently throw 


away 
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away the writtert Word of God, and, 
by a falſe - application of che Spirit of 
God to themlelves,blind and delude the 
ealic and credulous Vulgar with new- 
fangled Revelations? Thumas Holbrow 
a Quaker, to one that urged: Scripeure 
anſwered , What doft thou tell mz of »be 
Seriptures, which are no b:tter 40 mo thaw 
an old Almanack, Fox and Hubbeytborw 
in a Book called Tratb's Defence, lay, 
The Scriptayes are no jtanding_ Rate, and 
*tis dangerous for ignorant people to read 
them. Arc not theſe as impudent Here- 
tics when they ſhall flight and contemni 
the Diſpenlation of Jclus upen Earth as 
au empty, inſignificant thing, and re- 
ze& the Ordinances of Chritt as childith, 
being themſelves under an higher Occo- 
nomy, even the Rule of the Spuit? And 
no queſtion but they are under the Rule 
and Power of the Spirit, but *tis of that 
Spirit which works in the children of 
Diſobcdience , even the Prince of the 
Power of the Air. 

The fore-mentition'd Heretics the Va- 
teminiaas, boaſted of themfcives as the 
only Spiritual Perfons, calling ther 
{clves Perfett 3 ' and all others who! if1 
the humility of theit fouls profolsthem- 


{clves 
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ſelves ſinners, and ſtudy to ſerve God 
with fear, Idiots and Ignorant People. 
And docs not the ſame Spirit till poſ- 
ſels theQuakers, who in an extravagant 
and proud humour affect the Title and 
Appellation of Perfe&ion ? When God 
knows the very boaſting of a thing they 
have ſo little of, argues their weaknets 
and folly ; and thoſe that talk'and vaunt 
higheſt of this Perte&ion among them, 
are as perte& ſlaves to their Pride, Ha- 
tred, Malice, Covetouſneſs and Luſt as 
any people in the World, One of theſe 
perte&t Creatures was accuſed lately for 
getting his Maid with Child: And 
when R.B. a Quaker adviſcd with La- 
cock, concerning a Marriage intended by 
him with a rich Woman, Lacock told 
him, it was not fit for him having be- 
gun in the Spirit to end in the Fleſh, 
and no ſooner had R.B. defifted in his 
Suit, but Lacock, takes the woman and 
marries her. Was not this a perfe& 
Cheat ? 

The Quakers pretend very much to 
Inſpiration and Prophefie, and fo did 
Marcus an old Heretic, who abuſed ma- 
ny filly women under colour of confer- 
ring on them the gift of —_— 

e 
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The ſame Marcus had a Suuore migsd)er, 
a familiar Spirit, by which he brought 
himſclf into credit with his deluded 
Followers: andI have had it confident- 
ly aftixmed, that about the firſt riſe of 
the Quakers in the North of Exgland, 
ſeveral perſons by Gloves and Ribbands 
and divers Charms and Incantations 
were really bewitched by them. And 
doubtleſs many of their Quaking Fits, 
wherein they tomed at the mouth, trem- 
bled throughout all parts of their bo- 
dics, hideouſly groaned , their vilages 
diſtorted,and tumbling upon the ground, 
were real poſſeſſions by the Devil. 

It were calic to draw oat the Parallel 
between them incoa greater length, but 
that I think it would be too burdenfom 
and tedious to the Reader; foralmuch 
as it is true of them what Irene: ſaid 


of the Herctics of his time, Per ſingules LUh.1.c.18. 


dies affeftant novum aliquid adinvemre 
That every day they aftect to bring in 
ſome novelty and dangerous -Opinion. 
T ſhall rather chuſe now to' repreſene 
them under the Notion of Famililts. 


CHAP. 


[8] 
CHAP. ll. 


Of the Authors of Familiſm , | and 
the Quzkers Agreement with them 
in their DottFrin. 


J* was not long after David George 
had differinated and ſpread abroad 
his pernicious Errors, but they were 
greedily ſucked in and embraced by Hey- 
\ Fora cake who being of a crafty and 
ubtle Temper, a plaulible and winning 
Deportment, as it the Stars had point- 
ed him out for a grand Impoſtor, care- 
fully concealed bis Docrin at Munſter 
in W:ſipbalia where he was born , and 
inthe mean time diffuſed it by Letters 
and Emifſarics inltruced by him, . in 
many places-of Germany forty miles di- 
ſtant from him; (ſo that the Set of Fa- 
miliſts grew and .increaſed for a good 
While ra it was known who was 
the Fomenter of it." At laſt he removes 
to Amſterdam, ets up the Trade of a 
Mercer and proteſſes his DoEtrin, cal- 
| Jing his Fraternity and Society, The 
Family 
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Fanily of Love , and \in his Writings 
gave a Symbol or .Cognizance, Charites 
extorſit per H. N. as way be ſeen at the 
end of every Epiſile or Treatile of his. 
For his Perſon, he was corpulent, of 
a good Preſence and Sanguine Temper, 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected of Incontinence with 
ſome Women in his houſe; and *tis no 
wonder if he ſhould not bathe his be- 
godded Humanity (as he phraſes it of 
himſelf ) jn,carnal and ſenſual Plealures3 
when the great Arcanum and Myliery of 
his DoQrin was mere Sadduciſm, that 
is, 4 Denial of the Immortality of the Saul 
end a Life to come. From Amſtcrdam 
he fails over into England, and here 
divulges and communicates his deſtru- 
tive Errors among a company cf Arti- 
ficers and filly Women, who being un- 
ſtable and not well principled in the 
Rudiments of Chriftian Religion be+ 
came an calic Prey to this white Wolt. 
He wrote an Epiſtle to two Daughters 
of Warwick, diſſuading them from Re- 

generation by the Word of God read 

or preached, calling it ceremonial, ele- 

mentiſh and falſe, and labored to per- 

luade the Maids to aſpiritual new birth 
through his DoGtrin. His Erxors —_ 
after- 


[10] 
afterwards diſcovered and refuted 

F. Knereſtiub in a Book dedicated to 
Ambroſe Earl of Warwick and printed 
at London by Order from the Queen, 
1579. He pretended a Revelation trom 
the Angel Gabriel. He afhrmed, that 
Chriſt was neither God nor Man, but 
the State of his Dotrin, and that every 
one of his illuminate Elders was Chriſt. 
He held a PerteQion withour fin 3 and 
that the whole Hiſtory ot Jeſus Chritt 
was not to be underſtood in a literal, 
but Myſtical and Allegorical (enſe ; that 
there is no Heaven, Hell nor Judgment 
but what 15 in this Lifez and that all 
eutward Ordipances in Religion are 
tooliſh and trifling things But I (hall 
trouble my {clf no turther to collect the 
Heads of his Doctrin, fince I ſhall rake 
a general view of it by comparing the 
DoGtrin: of 'the Quakers and that of 
H. N. together. 


SECT  L 


H. N. ſays, that not only the Law of 
Moſes , bur the Minitiration of Chritt 
and his Apoſtles, were only temporary 
things inltitured to bring men to the 
| tull 
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full and perfect Reige of the Spirit, and 
as Children, when they arrive to a 
good competency of underſtanding and 
can read well, they throw away their 
Horn-books and Primers ; fo the Peda- 
gogy of the Law and Golpel are to be 
caſt alide when men come to the Spirir, 
and this Diſpenſation of the Spirit is 
only in the Familiſts and in their doQtrin, 
And that this is the full ſenſe of the 
Quakers, appears from their own Books 
which they cunningly ſpread abroad to 
inte and poiſon the minds of weak 
and ignorant Pcople. In the Book cal- 
led, A Declaration of the Faith of Quakers, 
penned by four of that Gang, Fobx Crook 
ſays thus, We believe by the ſame gift of 
Grace, that there are ſeveral Miniſtrati- 
ons, and ſeveral Operations according: to 
1 Cor. 12. and all by the ſame, Spirit 3 
as before and after the Law by Mo- 
ſes, and after by John the Baptiſt and 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and in all thoſe 
the Miniſtration bad acceptance with God 
through the management of the Spirit, and 
its rejefion and diflike of God for the want 
thereof. And by this Spirit were the Scri- 
ptures given forth, and the Holy men of 
God did ſpeak, propbeſie, preach and pray 
B as 
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4 they were moved 3 and for want of it the 
Letter did and doth kill And for the fur- 
ther appearance . and pouring ont of this 
Spirit, anſwerable unto the work, and ſer- 
vice that God had for them 10 do, they 
were to wait, as Chriſt commanded bis Diſ- 
ciples to do at Jeruſalem, to receive the * 
promiſe of the Father, for by this Spirit 
be that ſpeaks, ſpeaks as the Oracles of God. 
And therefore as it was the pradtice of the 
People of God in old time to wait for the 
moving and ſtirring of this Spirit , that 
they might ſpeak, as it gave them utterance, 
in the evidence and demonſtration thereof , 
ſo do this People (called Quakers) wow : 
and according to its moving, in their hearts 
they miniſter, according to the ſignification 
of the Spirit, whereby they nnderſtand both 
what and when to ſpeak, and when to be 
lent 


Although this ſweet ſugared ſpeech 
ſeem to be without deceit, yet there is 
gall and wormwood mixed with it, 
and in this new wine drawn from their 
own Cellar which lies deep in the loweſt 
Region of the Body, there is a great 
deal of poiſon. I ſhall therefore for 
the ſake of the Ignorant and (uch as lie 
moſt obnoxious to their ſnares diſcover 

gn | the 
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the Cheat. To omit that this Expreſ- 
ſion | Several Miniſtrations before and af- 
ter the Law by Myſes, and after by Fobn 
Beptijt and Chriſt and bis Apoſtles = 
ſcarce be made tolerable (ſenſe, a taulc 
pardonable enough in Mechanics and 
the Brethren of the Family 3 but a noto- 
rious inſtance of their Hypocrihe-in pre- 
tending immediate Inſpiration from the 
Spirit when they write nonſenſe. In 
the Diſcourſe, ſuch as it is, we learn 
theſe three things. (1+) That the Mi- 
niſtration of Chriſt was but a temporary 
Miniſtration to continue only till the 
Diſpenſation of the Spirit came, and 
therefore was diſliked and rejected of 
God, as wanting that full Mcaſure, 
Rule and Power of the Spirit , which 
ſhould afterwards come' into the world. 
Whereas the Miniſtration of Chrilt was 
indeed the Miniſtration of the Spirit, 
and therefore to ſet up a Diſpenlation 
of the Spirit above and m- oppohition to 
that of the Lord Jcſus in the Golpel, 
Is a blaſphemous derogation trom the 
honour of our bleſſed Saviour, who ſaid 
to his Apoliles, Foh. 16. 14+ He ſhall 
receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it wnto 
Yom (2.) It follows from the fore- 
B 2 men- 
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mentioned paſſage, that the Spirit of 
God equally moves and acts in them 
as it did in the Apoſtles 3; therefore fay 
they, As the Apoſtles were commanded to 
wait at Jeruſalem for the graciow illapſe 
and deſcent of the Holy Spirit 3 ſo they 
and this ſignifies to them both what and 
when to ſpeak» But will ary ſober per- 
ſon believe,- that a Quaking Speaker is 
divinely inſpired, when he commits 
endleſs Tautologies and vain repetiti- 
ons, and makes inconſequent illations, 
and eſpecially when the greateſt part of 
his Harangue ſhall be downright rail- 
ing? Shall the cternal Spirit of Wilc- 
dom and Reaſon be guilty of nonlenſc 
and abſurditics? (3.) It will follow, 
that what they ſpeak or write muſt be 
as good Canonical Scripture as the Bi- 
ble, and we are as much bound to be- 
lieve George Fox and Fames Nailor as 
S. Paul and S. Peter. 

I ſhall inſtance but in one Quaker 
more to prove this firſt part of their 
DoGdrin all one with Familiſm , and 
that ſhall be out of Humphrey Smith's 
Diſcourſe of the three Miniltrations- of 
Moſes, Chriſt, and the Spirit. If Moles 
(fays he) with all bis Priefts, Tythes and 
long 


[153 
. long Prayers were now upon earth, and 
Chriſt in bis own body with bis Miracles, 
Baptiſm and Supper : then whether thoſe 
obey not Moles who leavt the Priefts and 
come to Chrijt? And whether ſuch when they 
are come to Chriſt, ſhould always be looking 
and following after his Body , Miracles, 
Baptiſm or Supper without them, or tarry 
and wait to receive the Spirit within them. 
And then which of theſe new fhonld all 
people that profeſs Chriſt be led by in theſe 
| days, either Moſes or the Perſon of Chriſt 
or the Spirit of Truth * There is no 
ſober Chriſtian that can tead this paſ- 
Cige without anger and diſdain, to ſee 
fuch wicked wretches (coff and flearing- 
ly inſult upon the facred Perſon of our 
Lord Jeſus, the whole Hiſtory of whoſe 
bleſſed Life and Death in the Letter of it 
they eſteem no better than one of Eſop's 
Fables. 

Again, the ſame Perſon hath this, 
IWhether tbey be not compaſſed about with 
a cloud of error, who are upholding that 
Miniſtry of the Law which Chriſt is the end 
of 3 and likewiſe ſuch 'as are upholding 
and keeping up that which Chriſt ſaid, he 
bad finiſhed? And being that Moles, 
nor indeed bis true Miniſters of the Law 
B 3 are 
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are upon Earth, neither the body of Chriſt 
( which.by the Profeſſors was murdered at 
Jeruſalem) viſibly to be ſeen wpon earth, 
then what was it theſe have to follow who 
have not received the Spirit to be led by ? 
Here again the Perſonal Offices of the 
bleſſed Jeſus are laid aſide. 


SECT. I. 


The ſecond thing wherein the Fa- 
miliſts and Quakers are all one, is the 
Pretence of immediate Revelation. Da- 
vid George and H.N. both pretended to 
receive their Doctrin from the Angel 
Gabriel. And Jil. Gibſou the Quaker, 
{ays, that the Goſpel which they preach, 
they have not received it from men, - nor 
trom books, nor from writings, but by 
the Revelation of Jclus Chrilt in them, 
and then he goes on and denies the Scri- 
ptures of the old and new Teſtament to 
be the revcaled Will of God. 

There are two things eſpecially by 
which our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles demonttrated the Truth of their 
DoGtrin. (1+) The Miracles which they 
did : And theſe were fo many infallible 
Scals and Marks of the Divinity of the 
Dodtrin 


CRT: : 
Dodrin they communicated to the 
World, that God was the Author of it. 
For there can be no ſurer evidence of 
. any thing being delivered from heaven, 
than when a man in favour of it is 
enabled to work Miracles. And this 
was the ſign which Moſes gave the chil- 
dren of Jſrael, when they asked how 
they ſhould know the word which God 
has not ſpoken, Dext. 18.22. When 8 
Prophet ſpeaks in the name of the Lord, 
if the thing follow not nor - come to paſs 
| that is, if he do no Miracle, | that is 
the thing which the Lord bath not ſpoken.--- 
(2.) The Reaſonableneſs of the Dodrin 
which they delivered : To this 'S. Peter 
ſcems to appeal, 2 Pet. 3.15. when he 
bids us be xeady | «&s Iaoyin | always 
to givean anſwer to every man that asks 
us a reaſon of the hope that is in us. 
Now let us examin a little the Do- 
ctrin of theſe Modern Familiſts or Qua» 
kers by thele two foregoing Rules : they 
pretend Divine Revelation, and would 
fain have the World believe that they 
are divinely inſpired but is any man 
{o ſimple asto believe they are ſo, mere- 
ly becauſe they (ay it? fo a man may 
believe all the Cheats and Impoſtors 1n 
B 4 the 
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the World. What ſign do they ſhew 
or what evidence de they bring that 
they: have received their DoGtrin im- 
mediately ftrgm God ? It they can 
work any Miracles to confirm it , we 
will believe them , otherwiſe we have 
no more faith to believe them, than we 
have to belicve, 'that Mahbomet diſcourſed 
with the Angel Gabriel and reccived his 
Alchboran from him. 

As for the Reafonableneſs of their 
Dodtrin, a very cafie and mean capacity 
can find none in itz for how ſhould 
there be any Reaſon in what they teach, 
when they themſelves deny the uſe of 
Reaſon, and tell the world they arc 
guided by a Light within them that is 
neither Reaſon nor Conſcience, which 
yet is but like a dark Lanthorn, that 
gives light to none but themſelves. And 
beſides, by this Principle it is impoſlible 
they ſhould ever convince any man that 
is not merely beſotted : As for Exam- 
ple, the Quakers Light ſays, that the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper is need- 
lels > but the Light within me tells me, 
itis not. And is not my Light as good 
as his? nay, much better, for I have the 
warrant ot Chrilt and his Apofiles 3 but 
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he has only his own bare, blind Fanſie. 
And the man looked for better ſatisfa- 
ion for his money, when the Quaker 
upon demand of it replied, That the Light 
within him told him, that be owed him no- 
thing. 


SECT. IIL. 


A third Manifeſtation of the Fami- 
liſts and Quakers being one and the 
ſame Sec, is their abrogating and dif- 
anulling all outward Ordinances and 
Inſtitutions of Religion: That this was 
the Opinion of David George and H:N. 
cannot be 'unknown to any who have 
but heard or read any thing of them 
and their Perſuations. See H. N.'s E- 
piltle to the two Daughters of JYarwick,, 
Seft. 5.7. 10. And that thoſe high=- 
flown' Spiritualiſts the Quakers are of 
the ſame mind needs no proof, but is 
evident trom their PraQtice in condem- 
ning and cenſuring men for uſing a 
Form of Prayer , for baptizing their 
children, for receiving the Sacrament, 
tor paying their Fithes and honouring 
God with their Subſtance, ſetting apart 
a place and time- tor the Worſhip + 
G 


p 
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God, and indeed the whole Duty of 
Religion, if there be any thing outward 
and of the body in it. 

But that God who has commanded 
us to worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth, has likewiſe commanded us to 
do it with our bodies as well as with 
our ſouls, (1 Cor. 6.20.) and that bodi- 
ly expreſſions by Geſtures and Poſtures 
are to be uſed in Chrittian Religion, as 
kneeling, bowing and the like, is ap- 
parent from the examples of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. The Holy Jcſus himſelf 
life up his ſacred Eyes to Heaven when 
he prayed for Lazarus; fell on his face 
when he prayed in his Agony. And 
St. Pal ( as himſelf fays, Eph. 3+ 14- ) 
bowed his knees to the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, He and St. Peter and 
the reſt of the believers do the like more 
than once in the Ads of the Apoſtles. Be- 
fides, confeſling, prailing and gloritying 
God by the Voice is as much an out- 
ward and bodily Worſhip as any other, 
and therefore it God be not to be ho- 
noured and worſhipped with bodily 
Worlhip, we muſt not pray nor praiſe 
him with the Voice. 

Again, the very Erame of Chriſti- 


an 
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an Religion preſuppoſes a bodily and 
outward Worſhip of God: for the 
Chriſtian Religion is given to men who 
conſiſt of Body as well as Soul, and not 
to Angels: and while we are in theſe 
bodies , it is impoſſible but that they 
muſt partake in our worſhip of God, 
yea when it is performed in the moſt 
{piritual manner of all. 

Laſtly, if bodily Worſhip be not a 
part of Gods Service, there can be no 
{uch thing as Idolatry when a man wor- 
ſhips an Image. As for Example, 1do- 
latry is the giving of that Worſhip to a 
Creature which is incommunicably pro- 
per to God : now when a man bows his 
body to an Image as to an Object of Re» 
ligious Worſhip, he gives that honour 
to the Image which is proper to God 
theretore bowing the body 1s proper to 
God and apart of his Worſhip. 

. By this *tis evident what a loſs theſe 

fooliſh people are at when they (o ims 
pudently cry down bodily Worſhip 
they run hand over head and never con- 
ider the Conclulſions that muſt be drawn 
from fuch dangerous Premiſſes; for 
their very praying together is bodily 


Worſhip. 
JECT, 
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SECT. IV. 


With a like filly and weak confidence 


Concern they cxclame againſt Forms of Prayer, 
ivg a form whenas our Blefſed Saviour taught his 
5; Prazcr. Diſciples a Form, Matt.6.9. This there- 


fore pray ye + and left we ſhould think 
that this was only a Pattern, as if Chriſt 
had ſaid, Pray after this pattern or to this . 
ſenſe 3. Luks Chap. 11. exprefſles it, 
When ye pray, ſay, Onr Father, &c. that 
is, do it in bec verba. 

Moreover, that chis is a Form of 
Prayer to be uled in the very words it 
was dclivered, appears ſufficiently from 
the Occaſion of it. It came topals (faith 
St. Like ) as Feſus was praying in a cer- 
rain place, that when he ceaſed, one of his 
Diſciples ſaid unto bim, Lord teach us to 
pray as John alſo tanght bis Diſciples : 
Where we are told firſt, that Fobn deli- 
vered a certain Form of Prayer to his 
Diſciples. Secondly, that the Dilciples 
of our Saviour belought him, that he 
allo would give them in like manner 
ſome Form of his making , that they 
might alſo pray with their Malicrs Spi- 
rit, 2s Jobs's Dilciplcs did with theirs. 
For 
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For 'tis ridiculous to think that either 
Fobn's or our Saviours Diſciples knew 
not how to pray betore, whenas they 
were Jews, and had their conſtant 
hours of Prayer, as the third, fixth and 
nineth. 

But beſides all this, I ſhall come 
nearer to themſelves, when an En- 
thuſtaſtic Quaker at a meeting ſtarts up 
and begins to pray, I would fain know 
whether the reſt of the Company join 
with him and go along with him in 
this Prayer ornot: It they do not, to 


. what purpoſe doth he pray in a vocal 


and audible manner? for he might as 
well have prayed to himſelf as to ſpeak 
aloud, if it be not for Edification that 
others may join with him, It they do 
join with him in that his Prayer, is ic 
not then a Form to all them that hear 
it? and are not they bound to pray in 
thoſe very words and expreſſions which 
he utters? And though he be never fo 
much over-flowed with the Spirit of 
the Lord. (as they talk) yet the hearers 
are limited and confined to thoſe very 
expreſſions which the inſpired Prophet 
utters. With what confidence then can 
men ſeparate from the Church of = 
a 


tion of God both for the words and 
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and run after theſe Whifflers, when the 
cale is ſo plain againſt them ? certainly 
any man that has but half an eye may 
{ce that they are mere cheats in theſe 
things. . Let it not be (aid then that 
men who can uſe their Reaſons well 
enough in other things, ſhould beſo far 
to ſeek in theſe, as to be carried away 
againſt Scripture, Senſe and Reaſon and 
the Experience of every man, only by 
the prate and ta!k of an ignorant ſottiſh 
fellow. 

Obje&t. But here they obje&t , that 
St. Paul in Rom. 8: 26. faith, That the 
Spirit alſo belpeth our infirmities ; for we 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh inter- 
ceſſion for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered. Therctore we ought not to 
put up our petitions to God in a Form 
of Prayer. 

Anſw. Here we may (ce thoſe very 
perſons who deny the Scriptures to be 
the Word of God, yet, like the Devil, 
make uſe of them for their own advan- 
tage. Butif it ſhall be manifeſted that 
Tthe Text alledged has not one ſyllable 
in it that proves an immediate Inſpira- 


matrecr 
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matter of Prayer, thcir boaſting will be 
| . found to be ridiculous and vain. May 
| not this then be St. PaxPs meaning who 
all along betore was diſcourſing of bear- 
- ing the Crols, that the Holy Spirit helps 
l the weakneſs of our natures, lifting 
r and bearing up as it were a part ofthe 
F burden of the Croſs for us; for that 
1 we know not which part to chuſe, or to 
y pray for, either a perfect deliverance 
h from it, or that we ſhould continue 

longer under the burden of it. But what 


\t 15 this to immediate infulions and inſpi- 

be rations in Prayer? 

Pe | 

ve - SECT. Ye 

# . . . 

yot Now as for Baptiſm, it is no wonder Of Bup- 


to it they throw that by as a uſeleſs car- 
mM — nal Ordinance, for they rejeQing the 
. Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus, and pretending 
ry one of their own by immediate Reve- 
be Hlation, do but follow the condudt and 
vil, guide of their own Opinions in deny- 
an- Ing Obedicuce to a poſitive Command 
hat of that 'Lord whoſe Rule and Domi- 
:ble nion they have caft off and diſallow. 
ira= They that rctuſe and deſpiſe the Gover- 
and nour, will not ſtick to ſlight his Laws; 
and 
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and theſe men undervaluing and con- 
temning the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt the 
Son of God and Judge of Men and An- 
gels, will calily contemn and vilihe his 
Commands, as things of no value and 
moment. 

But the Chriſtian Chugch has always 
locked upon Baptiſm as a rite of Initia- 
tion into a Religion, and our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt finding it in uſe 
among the Jews adopted it into his 
Religion, and made it ſubſervient to 
holy and blefſcd purpoſes under the Go- 
ſpel. And being a Ceremony neither 
burdenſom nor offenſive, he has com- 
manded it to be uſed by every one that 
profcfles Chriſtianity , whereby we en- 
ter and are admitted into the Church 
of Chriſt, and we know of no other 
door ſet open under the Goſpel for Sal- 
vation but this. Matth. 28.19. Go and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, aud of the Holy Ghoſt. So Saint 
Mark, Chap. 16. 15, 16. Go ye into 
all the World, and preach the Goſpel to 
every Creature , be that believes and is ba- 
ptized ſhall be ſaved, bnt be that believes 
40t ſhall be damned. And Chriſt ſays 
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expreſly Foh. 3.5. That Except a man 
be born of Water aud of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. —* 

When therefore the Apoſtles had re- 
ceived this Commithon from the Lord 
Jeſus, they baptized every one that de- 
tired to. entex ' into; Chrilts Religion 3 
and Jeſt theſe Dectivers ſhould apply 
this Baptiſm to a myſtical ſenſe, the As 
of the Apoftles will tarniſh us with Ex- 
amples enough, that the Apoſtles bap- 
tized with the outward element of Wa- 
ter. Acts 2.41. They that gladly recei- 
ved his word were baptized. —— As 10. 
47-48. Can any man forbid water, that 
theſe ſhould not be baptized, ' whith have 
received the Holy Gboft as well as we ? 
Mark here, they were baptized with 
the Spirit, and yet needed the Baptiſm 
ot Water, And be tymmanded them to 
be baptized in the Name of tbe Lord. 
Acts 8.36. See here is Water (ſays the 
Ennuch' to Philip.) what hinders me to 
be baptized? And »v. 38. They wznt 
down both into the water, both Philip and 
the Ennuch, and be baptized bim. 

And this Cuttom of admitting men 
into Chriſts Family and Religion by 
Baptilm , hath been uſed ſuccahvely 

C ua 
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in the Church of Chriſt, in obedience to 
his Command and conformity to the 
Apoſiles Practice, without any Interrup- 
tion from their time to this very day. 
And becauſe *tis likewiſe neceſſary, that 
every good Chriſtian be furniſhed with 
knowledge to detend his Religion a+ 
gainſt the Adverſary , 1 ſhall antwer 
what they bring to ſeduce the ignorant 
Pcople from this Iultitution of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. And though what 
the Quaker urgcs tor hiwſclt be nothing 
to this purpoſe, yet becauſe it will ma- 
nifeſt to the world, that there 1s nothing 
in Quakery but Folly and Cavils, I will 
produce it. He fays theretore that Ba- 
ptiſm is a Figure or Type, and there- 
tore. now not to be uſed 3 and for this 
he brings 1 Pet. 3-21. The like figune 
whereunto , even . Ba tiſm 5 alſo doth now 
Jave us. — Which place docs very much 
confirm the uſe and practice of Baptiſm; 
tor the Apoſtle ſpeaking of Noah and 
his Family being laved in the Ark from 
periſhing by Water, an{werable to 
which , Baptiſm (ſays he) now ſaves us ; 
not only the external fign or waſhing 
with water, but the anſwer of a good 
Conlcience, the being baptized into the 
Death 
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Death of Chriſt, .and riſing with him to 
newnelſs of life. Now it the waſhing 
with water together with the anſwer of 
a good Conſcience fave us, then it ought 
ſill tobe uſed. -For if the Apoſtle had 
here denied the baptizing with water, 
there had been no Analogy or correſpon- 
dence in his ſpeech z but he expreſly 
ſays, that as Noah was ſaved by Water, 
ſo anſwerable to that are Chriſtians by 
Baptiſm. But theſe Heretics would fain 
ſeparate the lign and the thing ſignified, 
which the Apoſtle does not. 


SECT. VI. 


By the ſame Diabolical Spirit where- 
with they are poſleſſed, they lay alide 


the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, as Ofthe $4- 
a thing too carnal for fuch high flown crament of 
and conceited Spiritualilts as they are, '% Lords 


But I deſire thoſe thatare not yet taken 
in their ſaares, nor bewitched with 
their eaticing and ſubtle words, to look 
back to Chriſts own Inftitution, and it 
they have any fear of God or love to 
that Saviour who redeemed them, to 
_ conlider ſeriouſly with what contidence 
they can deny (o plain a Command, 
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and caſt off a Duty to the praQtice © 
which not only Chrilt Jelus the great 
Law-giver,but their own particular needs 
and necefhties bind and oblige them. 

In Matth.26.v.26.27. we have Chriſts 
Inſtitution of this holy Sacrament, how 
that He took, bread, and bleſſed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, and 
ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body: Then 
be took the Cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of 
it. St. Mark Chap.14, repeats the ve- 
ry ſame, and ſays, They all dranh of 
it. But St. Lake Chap. 22+ 19. and St, 
Paul 1 Cor.11.24: add theſe words | Do 
this in remembrance of me; | the full im+ 
portance of which words is3 Firſt, a 
Commiſlion given by our Lord Jclus to 
his Apoſtles to continue this Ceremony 
(now uſed by him) as an holy Ceremo- 
ny or Sacrament in the Church tor ever. 
Secondly , a Direion, that ( for the 
manner of obſerving it) they ſhould do 
to other Chriſtians as he had now done 
to them, #.c. Take, bleſs, break this 
Bread; take and bleſs this Cup, and 
then diſtribute it to others3 ( ſettling 
this on them as a part of thejr Office, 
a branch of that Power left them by 
him, 
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him, and by them communicable to 
whom they ſhould think fit after them. ) 
Thirdly, a ſpecifying the end to which 
this was deſigned, a commemoration of 
the Death of Chriſt, a repreſenting his 
Paſſion to God, and a coming before 
him in his Name, firſt, to offer our $a- 
critices of Supplications and Praiſes in 
the name of the crucified Jeſus (as of old 
both among Jews and Heathens , all 
their Sacritices were rites in and by which 
they ſupplicated God.) And ſecondly, 
to commemorate that his daily continual 
Sacrifice or Interceſſion for us at the right 
hand of his Father now in heaven. 

It is not my purpoſe to make here a 
Diſcourſe of the Sacrament, but to ſhew 
that Chriſt by his Inſtitution of it, in- 
tended it to continue in his Church, till 
his coming again to Judgment, -and 
that this Office of Adminittring it was 
by our Lord Jeſus beſtowed and ſcttled 
upon his Apoſtles, and that they {plant- 
ing of a Church which ſhould continue 
after their Death) ſhould appoint and 
ordain Succeſſors to themlelves to prc- 
ſide and officiate in that Church, and 
particularly to adminiſter this Sacra- 
ment to the People, by way of Office, 
C 3 to 
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todoas here Chriſt did. And this not in 
a Myſtical and Allegorical, but Literal 
Senſe ſo that though it be true, that 
he that eateth not Chriſts Fleſh , and 
dripketh not his Bloud has no Life in 
him, yet is this to be done by the par- 
taking of the outward Bread and Wine, 
and by our communicating of that ac+- 
cording to Chriſts Inſtitution, we par- 
take of his Body and Bloud in a Spiri- 
tual manner and all other benefits of his 
Death and Paſlion. 

So that theſe Apoſtates and Heretical 
Perſons by their Allegories and Myſti- 
cal meanings would bereave the Chri- 
ſtian World of the choiceſt Myſtery of 
Religion, in which we are confirmed 
and affured of the Pardon of our Sins, 
and by Gods free remiſſion the burdned 
and dittreſſed Soul is refreſhed 3 and 
we receive further ſupplies and increaſe 
of Grace and the Spirit of God, to en- 
able us to do that which he will gra- 
ciouſly in Chrift accept at our hands, 
+e. to ſerve him in holineſs and re- 
newed Righteouſnels z and to impow- 
er us (it we be not wanting to our 
ſelves and to our own beſt hopes and 
Intereſts) to continue and perſevere 

| : ma 
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thus to our lives end. And now Jet 
all men conſider ſeriouſly how heinous 
a thing it is Schilmatically io ſeparate 
from the Churchy, and how grofl 

they are cheated and abuſed by thete 
deceittul Quakers, and impoſed upon 
againſt the plain Senſe and Current of 
the Holy Scripture; and how they 
hope to look that Jeſus with comtort 
in the Face, at the dreadtul Day of 
Judgment, whole ſacred Inſtitutions 
they Now vilihe and contemn, Chriſt 
faith, Eat this breads and drink this 
wine in remembrance of me; and Saint 
Pawl fays, that as oft as we ſhall eat 
this bread, and drink, this cup, we do one 
to another annuxtiate or proclaim be 
death of the Lord, till. he come again to 
Jjudze we. But thele Fanatic Spiritual- 
its would perſuade us, that this Com» 
munion 1s Heatheniſh and Abomina» 
tion. Now judge whom we are to 
tollow in this matter, whether Chriſt 
and his. Apoſtles, or theſe dcceittul 
Whittlexs. For Chriſt and his Apo» 
files: did corporally eat and drink che 
matexial Bread and Wine, and. Ictt 
command to his Church, that it ſhould 
ſo be done; and that this Order was 
4 ob- 
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obſerved , Saint Paxl plainly ſhews, 
1 Cor. 11- where he ſets down the man- 
ner of Chriſts Inſtitution of this Holy 
Sacrament, and reihes ſome abules the 
Corinthians were guilty of, 


- 


CHAP. III. 


Of the Holineſs of Times, Things 
and Perſons under the Goſpel. 


TD Ecauſe the Church of God hath 

ever (et apart ſome Times, Things 
and Perſons in a more immediate rela- 
tion to God and his Servicez and that 
theſe ſeducing Familiſts perſuade the 
People, that all theſe are equally com- 
mon with others, and ſo nu difference 
to be put between one day and another, 
one thing and another, or one perſon 
and another, though in the neareſt re- 
lation to God and his Service; but that 
the Chriſtian Sabbath is no more than 
another day, the Church no more than 
a Stable or Barn, nor a Miniſter or 
Euangelical Prieſt than another man 3 
as appears by their following many 
tiumcs 
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times their uſual Imployments and 
Trades on a Sunday; their deſpight and 
ſcorn caſt upon the material Editices or 
Churches whercin Divine Service is 
celebrated, calling them Steeple-houſes 
in derifion, and the reviling Gods Mi- 
niſters by the riames of Baals Prieſts, 
Hirelings, Serpents, and whatever their 
black and impure Hearts and Mouths 
can think and utter: I ſhall therefore 
for the ſake of thoſe ignorant People 
who are not yet drawn away, nor be- 
witched with their Sorceries and In- 
chantments, ſhew plainly and diſtyt- 
ly the Reaſonablenels of theſe things. 
When God created Man, he wrote 
this Truth on his heart, that he was a 
Creature, and therefore acknowledging 
Gods Sovercignty and Dominion over 
all the Works of his hands; he muſt 
likewiſe confeſs, that God has a Right 
and Propriety in every thing from his 
Sovereign Majelty and Dominion which 
can never be alienated trom him, or he 
ever diſpoſſeſſed of. Since then God 
by Royal Bounty has not only given 
Man his Being , but likewiſe draws 
out this Exiſtence, which is the Time 
and Duration of it , and enriched him 
with 
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with various Gifts and Benehts, ſuch as 
the free Uſe and Enjoyment of all 
earthly Creatures, he is obliged and 
bound to pay ſome Service, Duty and 
Fealty to this great Lord of the 
World, aud muſt return him back 
ſomething of all that he hath given 
him. 
But Jeſt this ſhould be Icte to the frail 
and mutable will of Man, who being 
poſſeſſed of thele Benehits might forget 
the Lord, therefore God has cxpreily 
declared how and in what ſort he 
ſhall hold and enjoy all theſe Bleſſings, 
that is, Sq that God the great Lord 
have a Rent or Portion reſerved out of 
them to himſclt, that thereby Man 
might ſtill acknowledge Gods Sove- 
reignty and his own Dependency upon 
him. 

Now the Benefits God has conferred 
upon Man, they are 1. The Time or 
Duration of his Life- 2+ The Place of 
his Habitation. 3+ The Means of fſy- 
ſteining his bodily Life upon Earth, 
Out of all. theſe God mult have his 
Honorary Paxt: That is, fince God 
has given us our Beivgs, and draws 
them out in length and continues our 
Lite 
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Life to us, we owe in Juſtice ſome por- 
tion of this time to God:: ' So likewiſe 
fince God has given Man fo wide a 
place for his dwelling as the whole 
Earth, he muſt allot (ome place, ſome 
part of this great {pace for God. And 
laſtly ſince all Creatures axe given Man 
for his own Ule and Beneht, *tis fit 
that God likewiſe have his Rent out 
of what we poſleſs and enjoy. 


SECT I 


In the fourth Commandment, God 
deſigned the ſeventh day for his Ser+ 
vice and Worſhip, For the Worſhip 


all the Parts and Dutics of it , it ne- 
ceffarily tollows, that ſome time ſhould 
be ſet apart for the more ſpecial per- 
formance of it. And this Command- 
ment being Moral, as all the reſt of 
the Decalogue are (a Symbol of which 
was their being wtitten by the finger of 
God in Tables of Stone, todenote their 
eternal Permanency and Morality) we 
are as much bound to the Obſervation 


Of the 

Time al- 
Jotted for 
the Ser- 


of Almighty God being once ſetled in vice of 


God. 


Exod. 20, 
8, 


of it, as to its main Importance, as to- 


the lixth or ſeventh. I fay, we are 
| | bound 
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bound to the Obſervation of it, as to 
the Equity and Morality of it. And from 
this we conclude 

7. That it is reaſonable there ſhould 
be 'a time ſet apart for Gods Wor- 
ſkip: For we being commanded to 
worſhip, honour and ſerve God, it 
15 impoſlible to do it but within the 
Comprehenſion of ſome time or other. 

2. One day in ſeven 1s time little 
enough to be allotted for the more 
ſpecial Service of God. Had God 
commanded every day of our Lives to 
be wholly devoted to him, it had been 
but Reaſon and Equity 3 and fince that 
out of regard to our Weakneſs, and 
that condition of Mortality wherein he 
has placed us, he requires but one day 
in a week to be more eſpecially fet a- 
part for his Service, it were moſt irra- 
tional not to give him that. Belſides, 
our merciful Lord has a regard in this 
Commandment even to the Beaſts them- 
ſelves as a part of his Creation, which 
ſurely are not to be worſe uſed now 
under the Goſpel than under the Law, 
but have as-much realon to be reſted 
on the Sabbath day now as they had 
then. 
Z+ Since 
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3. Since that this is reaſonable, what 
fitter day can we pitch upon, than the 
tixrſt day of the week, on which our 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus aroſe from the 
dead ? For if the Jews, together with 
the Commemoration of the Creation 
ot the World, wherein God having 
perfteted all his works, reſted on the 
ſeventh day, did likewiſe keep holy that 
day with reſpect to their deliverance 
from the Tyranny of Pharach : How 
much greater reaſon have we to ſolem- 
nize the Chriſtian Sabbath (with them 
indeed to celebrate the Goodneſs, Wiſe- 
dom and Power of God in makingot 
all things, ) in remembring the glori- 
ous Reſurrection of the Son of God, 
whercin he roſe as a triumphant Con- 
querour from his bed of Darkneſs, at- 
ter he had diſ-mantled the: Priſons of 
Hell and the Grave, and wrought a 
mighty Salvation tor Mankind ? 

4- That as God did then, ſo (Chrift 
having tranſmitted his Power to them) 
the Apoſtles and ſucceeding Church of 
God now may very reaſonably diſpoſe 
of us in matters of this nature, and di- 
rect all its Members into ſome uniform 
way, at {uch ſet times of the —— 
© 
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: of God : And that they have done (os 
appears both by ſome mentions of the 
Lords day in the Holy Scriptures, and 
by the conſtant ſuffrage of the Fathers 
of the Church fince that time 3 which 
is a ſufficient Obligation on all Chri- 
ſtians to a due , conſtant and diligent 
Obſervation, of the Chriſtian Sabbath. 
Remember to keep boly the Sabbath day. 
And lett any man (hall ſay, that this 
Command was given by Moſes and o at 
an end, and theretose that Chriltians 
are not bound by it: Let him take this 
for an Anſwer and conſider it well, and 
then he will ſce there is vo weight 1n 
the Objection, and fo will not be mo- 
ved, when by impertinent cavilling 
Fellows *tis urged upon him: I lay 
theretore, ' firſt, That every one of the 
ten Commandments is moral, and tor 
that very reaſon binds all Chriſtians 
ſtill, and theretore the Church of Eng- 
land, (though thele rebeliious Quakers 
diſown their Mother, ) hath made them 
a part of her Liturgy, and all good 
people teach them to their Children in 
their Catechifms , as knowing that all 
Chriſtians a1e to give obedience to them 


undcr the Goſpel. Secondly, our blel- 
{cd 


ww 
ſed Saviour ſays, Matth. 5.17. that he 
came not to diſſolve the Law and the 
Prophets, but to fulfil. Think not( lays 
he) that I am come to diſſolve the Law and 
the Prophets| that is to take away the Ob- 
ligation of that Rule of the Duty of Man 
to God and his Neighbour, given firſt by 
Moſes and afterwards repeated and incul- 
cated by the Prophets, ] but to fulfil them, 
that is, to ſupply, accompliſh and per- 
fe& thoſe Rules and Do@rins of juſt 
and unjuſt conteined in them, by a 
more ample Interpretation and other 
Improvement befitting the ſtate of the 
Goſpel. And if (as theſe Familiſis per- 
ſuade their unwary Proſclytes)) to ful- 
hl were to put an end to a thing the 
ſenſe muſt be thus, that Chriſt came 
not to deſtroy, that is, to put an end 
to the Law, but to put an end to it, 
But who can . imagine without Bla(- 
phemy , our bleſſed Saviour would be 
guilty of fuch an abſurd ſpeech ? 

Now it it ſhall be asked, why then 
Chriſt did not improve the fourth Com- 
mandment touching the keeping holy 
of the Sabbath? it is anſwered, That 
this was already ſtri&tly obſerved among 
the Jews, even unto Superſtitionz and 
there- 


Of the 
Place of 
Gods 
Worthip. 
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therefore there needed rather a Relaxa- 
tion than an Addition to this Com- 
mandment. For whereas the Jews on 
that day would not ſo much as kindle 
a Fire, or dreſs the Meat they ſhould 
eat, or carty any Burden, or take a 
Journey and hence accuſe our Saviour 
tor healing on the Sabbath , and his 


Diſciples tor plucking the ears of Corn, | 
Jeſus rells them, that The Sabbath was | 


| 


made for Man, and not Man for the Sabs | 


bath : intimating, that Works of Ne- 
cellicy,and Mcrcy may lawfully be done 
on the Sabbath, though not the Works 
of a mans ordinary Trade and Em- 
ploymcnt. 


SECT. IL 


Almighty. God having given the | 


whole Earth: to Man for his Habita- 
tion, common Reaſon and Jultice re- 


quire that -Man ſhould f(anctifie and ' 
{cparate {ſoume peculiar place for the | 


Service and Worſhip of his great Crea- 
tor. And accordingly we find in all 
Ages of the world and by all Perſons 
profelling any Religion at all, ſome par- 
ticular and fer places appointed to in- 
VOcaze 
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vyocate and worſhip the ſupreme Deity; 
Among the Jews God had his Temple 
whither all the Tribes went up to wor- 
ſhip :- And in Prophane Hiſtories we 
read of Temples dedicated to the Uſe 
and Service of ſome Supreme Deity: 
From. wherice it appears that the very 
Law of Nature commands to fix and 
ſet apart a place for the Service of God. 
And God will have this of us too, 'that 
as he hath reſerved a portion of the 
Time of our Life for the- celebration 
of his Honour, ſo hath he alſo reſerved 
a Portion out of the Place of our Reſi- 
dence. Theretore''in 'Exzek. 45- God 
commands the children of Iſrael , and 
in then all the Nations of the World; 
that when they come to inhabic the 
Land he gives them, they muſt divide 
it into three Parts, one for the People, 
another for the King, but- the firſt tor 
God himlſelt. ; 

But and it it ſhall be faid, that this 
was a Command under the Levitical 
Law, and ſo not obligatory to us Chri- 
{tans who live not under that Law: 
It muſt be remembred., that though 
God commanded a Houfe and Place tor 
his Service to be built and fet apart; 

D yec 


[ 44] 
yet all Mankind were tied to the ſame 
Duty by a Law moxe'Antient than that 
of Moſes, even by the very Law of Na» 
ture, which lays a perpetual and indi(- 
penſable InjunRion upon all men,, that 
God' have his Place of Worſhip and, as 
it: were, Reſidence among, them; that 
they might live in a continual Depen- 
dence upon him, and remember-that 
that:they receive the very Places of their 
Abode and Habitation from: his Gitt 
and, Benevolence. And it was ſome 
hundreds of years bctore the Law of 
Moſes was given, that Facob when he 
was poor and had:not wherewithal to 
build God an Houſe, yet conlecrated a 
Portion of Ground by erc&ing a Stone 
and pouring oil on the head thereof, 
calling the Place Bethel , that is, The 
Houle of God, and vowed to build it, 
when God fhould bleſs and make him 
able to do it. Gen. 28. 22+ 

So that the: very ſecret inſtin& and 
working of Nature leads men to the 
Practice of this Duty, : and' hence like - 
wiſe it was that the Jews (though ne- 
ver commanded of God )had two forts 
of Places for Religious Duties beſides 
their Tabernacle or Temple: the one 
called 


C 45] 


called Proſexche; Oratories, and the ©- 
ther Synagogucs, The Oratory or Place 
of Prayer was a Plot of Ground encom- 
paſſed with a Wall or ſome other like 
Mound or Inclofure, and open above, 
and. the uſe was properly tor Prayer, 
and this ſtood without the City. But 
the Synagogue was a covered Editice, 
as our Houles and Churches are, where 
the Law and the Prophets were read 
and expounded, and the Peopte infiru- 
Qed in Divine Matters, according to 
that, Afis 15.21. Moſes of old time bath 
in every City them that preach bim being 
read in the Synagogues every Sabbath day 
and this ſtood within the City. 


The Oratqyy or Place of Prayer is 
ſometimes fic in the New Te- 
ſtament , as W Lxke6. 12. where it is 


(aid, that- our Saviour went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all night 
[<1 75 exyrevXy 75 ©85 | in an Oratory or 

Prayer-houſe of God. | 
And m Atty 16. 13. St. Lake tells us, 
that St. Pax! being come to Philippi in 
Macedonia, On the Sabbath day they went 
ont of the City to a river fide [ s wonuiCem 
exyoevxy) +) | where there was famed 
or reported to, be an Oratory : yet if 
D- 2 we 
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we render it, Where Prayer was wont 
to be made, it will follow, that here 
was a place (et apart and uſed for Pray- 
er, and. there St. Paxl fate down and 
ſpake to the women that were come 
together there. 

From what has been ſaid it follows, 
that to (et apart a Place for the Wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God is the common 
Voice and Dictate of Reaſon and Na- 
ture, inaſinuch as the Jews had (et | 
Places in and about every City and 
Town, where the Word of God was 
preached, and to which they aſſembled 
co pray unto him3 which Places God 
never commanded them to ere& and 
build, and yet both ghele ſorts of Places 
were fanctihed with Chriſts own pre- 
ſence in thern, And what they did, all 0- 
ther Nations equally thought them(elves 
obliged to do, as I have above inſtanced 
in the Heathens, yea the very Turcs 
have their Moſchs or Places to pray in 
and to worſhip God. Only theſe Fa- 
miliſtical Heretics, becauſe. they deny 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, do likewiſe de- 
{piſc his Religion and the Place wherein 
he is worſhipped. 

And becaule the Familiſtical Genera- 
£10N 
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tion do at this time befool ignorant, 
though many honeſt and conſcientious 
People , and draw then off from the 
Trath which their Fore-fathers peace- 
ablzand harmleſly mainteinedby: telling 
them, that to call a Material Building, 
a Church, is Popery and Antichriſt- 
aniſm, I ſhall ſhew 1. That it is {6 
called and uſed in the Holy Scripture. 
2. That there were ſuch Places in the 
Apoſtles times. 

That the word Church | Eeclefia ] is 
uſed for the Material Building, as well \ 
as to fignifie the People or Congrega- 
tion, let any man that doubts conſult 
t Cor. 11-22. Have ye not howſes to eat 
and drink in ? or deſpiſe ye the Church 
of God ? 

That by Church here is not meant the 
Aflembly or Congregation but the Place, 
appears (1.) By comparing the 18. and 
20. verſes before-going » When ye come Coanepye- 
together in the Church; and the Apoſtle #%o” v- 
in the 20. verſe, continuing his ſpeech &7 5" 
upon the ſame ſubje&, goes on thus, & 
When ye come together therefore into one 
place :, (o that now it is determined 
what. the word Chxrch ſignihes, name- 
ly, the Place whither they came toge- 
D 3 ther 
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ther. (2.) The Apoſtle oppoſes the 
Church to their own Houſes, Have ye 
not Houſes to eat aud drink in? As if 
he had ſaid, Your houſes are the places 
to cat and drink in, but the Church is 


the Place of Prayer , and to commit | 


ſuch a Diſorder there is to vilihe and 


contemn the Place which is ſet apart | 


for Gods Worſhip. And therefore in 


the laſt verſe, the Apolile ſays, If any | 


man hunger , let him eat at home; by 
which *tis plain, the Church and their 
Houſes were different Places. (3+) The 
very Etymology of our Engliſh word 
Church denotes the Place, for that comes 
from the German word Kurken , and 
that of the Greek word Kveex9r, which 
fgnifies Dominicum, the Lords Houle, 
or the Place where the Lord is wot- 
ſhipped. 

But if ſuch Whifflers did not defpilc 
all Learning as well as the Church of 
God, they might from an ordinary 
School-Boy be furniſhed with Examples 
enough, where one and the ſame word 
{ignites both the Perſons and the Place 3 
as he would tell them, that Czvitas ſig- 
nifies both the Citizens and the City, 
Collegium the Society and the Houle, 
Senats 
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Senatis the Senators and the Senate- 
houſe, Synagoga the Aﬀſembly and the 
Place of the Aﬀſembly, and 10 Eccleſia, 
Church, fignihes both the People and 
the Material Building. 

For the ſecond thing, that there were 
Churches, that is, Oratories or Places 
ſet apart for Divine Worſhip in the 
Apottles times, and that they did not 
aſſemble promiſcuoufly and uncertainly 
here and there as they pleaſed, and in 


places of common uſe 3 appears net only 


trom thoſe Records which make men- 
tion of their Times, but from ſome 
places in the New Teſtament. We 
read in As 2.46. of the firſt Chriſtian 
Society at Fernſalem, That they continued 
daily in the Temple, and breaking bread 

wr” oixor } jn the houſe, ate their meat Kar” oIxop 
with pladueſs and fingleneſs f beart. PO. 
That which 1 obſerve from hence is ® ©? 
this, that the Diſciples at Fernſalemmet 
together in a certain Houle which was 
dedicated and fect apart from common 
uſe for the peculiar - Worſhip of. God, , PO 


and therefore ought to be read Fin the + * 


found to ſignifie in Homer, So Merod. in Erato. ManaJye 
5 2mxdt&- cis Xeppornony cis wgr* Shes, Fr apud 
Euripilem Helens, Te & ugr” bins cur) Indy 2 piaz, 
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Houſe, and not as we tranſlate it from | 
houſe to bouſe.. And fo *tis uſed <lſe- 


where in the New Teſtament, as Rom. 
16. 3,5- | Greet Priſcilla aud Aquila aud 
the Church that is in their bouſe. And 
again ſending falutation from them, 
1 Cor. 16.19. Aquila and Priſcilla ſalate 
you much in the Lord, with the Church in 


their houſe. Now that by the Church in | 


their bouſe is not to be underſtood their 


Family is evident, in that St. Paul u- | 
ſeth it only to ſome perſons and not | 


to others who queſtionlels wexe Ma- 
ſters of Families likewiſe. Thus St. 
Paul (alutes Philemon and v.2. the Church 
i bis houſe : from which I gather that 
Philemon's Houſe was the Church in 
which the believers met to ſerve God 
in Laodicez And I have thele two 
reaſons to think it tobe ſo: (1+) That 
if by the Church in Philemon's houſe 
were meant his Family, it ſhould pro- 
perly and regularly have been joyned 
immediately. after the greeting of Phi- 


—_———_— —— —_ _ —_ 


lemon, whereas St. Paul ſalutes Apphia | 


and. Archippus between. (2.) It were 
very ſtrange he ſhould not falute the 
Family of Archippus, who was then Bi- 
ſhop of -Laodicea, as well as the _ 
e ; O 
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of Philemon. By the Church therefore 
at ſuch a mans houſe muſt be the 
whole Congregation of the Saints which 
aſſembled at ſuch a houſe., which 
Houſe was (et apart and dedicated to 
the Service of God, and this Houſe 
ſo dedicated and conſecrated. to a holy 
uſe, the Chriftians called a Church : 
Thus Nymphas gave his Houſe at Coloſs 
tor a Church to ſerve God in 3 Philemon 
turned his Houſe into a Church at Lao- 
dices, and Aquila and Priſcilla theirs at 
Rome. Whereby it is plain, that the 
believers in the Apoſtles time did not 
perform their holy Myſteries in com- 
mon Houſes, but in conſecrated Places 
and theſe Houſes which were thus de- 
dicated to the Service of God they cal- 
led Churches. 


SECT. IL 


As God will have a Portion of our Of the 


Time for himſelt , and a part of the 
Place of our Habitation appropriated to 


his Uſe and Service, ſo he will likewiſe _— 


have a Rent or Tribute paid him out of 
our Eſtates to acknowledge his Sove- 
reignty 
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reignty and Dominion, and his Intereſi 
in us and all that we poſſeſs. And this 
was Gods Method and Proceſs in the 
very firſt beginning of the World, for 
in Paradiſe it{clf he had his Honorary 
Rights in all theſe three kinds. As 
touching the Place, God had the chicteſt 
and the beſt, the midſt of the Garden; 
for the Time, the cool of the Day and 
for the Fruic, when he had given all the 
relt to Adam, he reſerved the Tree of 
Knowledge, as moſt juſtly and properly 
belonging to himſelf. This now God 
challenges to himſelf, and for any man 
to deny or detein theſe juſt Rights, is 
to caſt off and diſown the Sovereignty 

and Dominion of God over him. 
When God brought his People into 
the Land of Canaan , he reſerved the 
Tithe to himſelf as his Rent out of it, 
and this Rent he afligned over to the 
Levites for their maintenance 3 and be- 
cauſe the People held all things of God, 
therefore they were to pay him Tithe 
of all. Levit. 27. 30. All the Tithe of 
the land, of the ſeed of the land and fruit 
of the tree is the Lords , it is holy unto 
tbe Lord. And Dent. 14-22. Thou fhalt 
truly tithe all the increaſe of thy ſeed, mw 
the 
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the field brings forth year by year. And 
in 2 Chron. 31-4,5- it is {aid, that the 
Children of Iſrael brought in abundance 
the firſt-fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and 
honey, and of all the increaſe of the field, 
and the tithe of all things brought they in 
abundantly. You ce then that God was 
to have Tithe of all, and this Tithe he 
gave to his Servants the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, who beſide theſe had ſeveral os 
ther Tithes, Oblations and Duties paid, 
not deducing or accounting the char- 
ges and labour of the Husbandman. 
They had likewiſe the Ranſoms of the 
Firſt-born both of man and beaſt, and 
further, they had forty cight Cities ſet 
out by Foſhnator their Habitations, and 
two thouſand Cubits about them, | cach 
Cubit being a full Yard, ] beſides one 
thouſand next the Walls tor their Cat» 
tel; whercunto were added twenty Cir 
ties more in procels cf time, when the 
number of the Tribe was greatly in- 
creaſed. And all this they had, though 
the Tribe of Levi was not near a tenth 
part of the People. 

But leaſt che Cheats and Mounte- 
banks of the times ſhould perſuade the 
People, that this nothing concerns 
them, 
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them, let us ſee what the Goſpel ſays 
in the Caſe. 

St, Pawl in 1 Cor- 9. 14+ ſpeaks thus, 
Even ſo bath the Lord ordained , that 
they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live 
of the Goſptl, i. e. of thoſe things 
which inthe Goſpel are conſecrated to 
God, and due for the meſſage of the 
glad tidings of ſalvation; and it is as 
much as it the Apoſtle had ſaid, As the 
Prieſts and Levites had their mainte- - 
nance out of that which was offered 
and dedicated to God in the Law; ſo 
God had ordained that the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ſhould be mainteined of that 
which 1s conſecrate to him in the Go- 
ſpel. Very good, Now have not Chri- 
ftian Kings, Emperors, Princes and 
other Noble Perſons given and conſe- 
crated to' God ,, and leveral Chriſtian 
Councils pronounced an Anxathema or 
Curſe to him that ſhould alienate chem, 
Houſes, Lands and Tithes for the main- 
tenance of the 'Miniſters of the Goſpel? 
ought they not then to live of them ? 
and does not the Apolile ſay it ? 

Again in Gal. 6.6. the Apoſtle com- 
mands, Let him that is taught the Word, 


communicate unto him that teacheth, in 
all 


[55 ] 


all good things. What can be plainer 
than this? God hath transferred his 
Right over to his Miniſters, and en- 
joined all 'men to be liberal to them, 
and to give them a ſhare of all the good 
things they poſſeſs. The bad ones God 
asks not (though men are too ready to 
give him the blind , the halt and the 
lame, ) but he requires a part for his 
Miniſters out of all the good things we 
enjoy. 
It is molt certain then, that there is 
a Maintenance due to thoſe that preach 
the Goſpel 3 and this none can deny, 
but ſuch as neither acknowledge Gods 
Dominion over them, nor the Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures. For, ſhew 
where and when God has releaſed and 
given back his right to a portion of all 
Ss Eltates to them again ? Or can 
any man ſay, that he holds his Eſtate 
by tuch a Tenure in Capite, as that God 
hath not a Rent due out of it? The 
Qucſtion therefore is, What manner of 
Maintenance this muſt be? The Apo- 
ſtle ſays in general , that:it muſt be a 
part out of all good things, and to 
this all men are bound, by which it 
appears, that the Maintenance of a Mi- 
niltex 
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niſter is notXo.be looked upon as a free 
Gift ns or in nature of an 
Alms, but as a Rent which God has re- 
ſerved and claims out of all mens Eftates, 
and which he has given to his Servants 
the Miniſters. 

For the better 11luſtration of this, I ſhall 
add theſe two Confiderations. 1. That 
the Maintenance of the Miniſters under 
the Goſpel ought to exceed that of the 
Prieſts and Levites under the Law. For 
the Diſpenſation of the Law was much 
inferior to that of the Goſpel, and if a 
tenth of all manner of increaſe was due to 
God under the Miniſtration of Condem» 


—— 


nation aud Death z ſurely a more ample. | 


portion belongs to the moſt facred Ma- 
zelty of Heaven and Earth under the 

pcl, which is the Miniſtration of 
Life and Immortality. For as thegAs+ 
poſile reaſons, 1 Cor. 9.11» If we have 
ſown unto you ſpiritual things , is it a 


great matter if we ſhall reap your carnal | 


things * Intimating that there is no 
compariſon between them, and that the 
beſt carnal things can never bear any 
proportion to thoſe rich Treaſures that 
#re communicated to men by the Stew- 
ards of the Goſpel, And this was the 

Pra- 
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| Pradtice of the Apoliolic Church, they 


brought not the Tenth, but their whole 


| Eftates, and laid them down at the A+ 
'poliles feet 3 and the reaſon is given by 


Irenews (who converſed with them that 
had ſeen the Apoſtles,) they gave chear- 


fully and largely, wtpote majorem ſpem 
babentes, foraimuch as the Promiſes and 


| their Hopes were bigger under the Go- 
| fpel than under the Law. It remains . 
| then an undgubted Truth, that it the 


Prieſthood of Jeſus be more excellent 
than that.of Aaron, and the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel a more honourable and ex- 


| celleat Function, than that of the Le» 
| Vites under the Law , then ought the 
| Maintenance of the Euangelical Mini- 

| fters to be more large and honourable 


than theirs under the Law. 

Secondly, The Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 3. 2+ 
commands that the Minifters of the 
Goſpel be ſ-pi\6twva ] good Houſe-keep- 


| ers, and how ſhould they be fo, it they 
' have not Proviſion and Means to main» 


tein it, and that in a certain manner ? 
For it themſelves be fed at the Tren- 
chers of Benevolence , what aſſurance 
have they of a diſh of meat for their 
poor Brethren? The Heavens them* 
{elves 


: 
j 
- 
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ſelves are unſtable ; now it rains and 


we have abundance,then cometh drought 
and all is in ſcarcity. The- humour of 


| 


—— 


Man is as variable; the People of Lyſtra | 


that made a God ot St. Pax on the one 
day, ftoned him on the other, As 14. 
And in the fiery tirne itſelf, when Zeal 
was molt inflamed, our Saviour as it 
ſcemeth found even then a cooling blaſt, 
when for want of ordinary ſupply, he 
was fain to fetch Twenty -pence by a 


Miracle out of a Fiſhes mouth to ſerve | 


his necd withal. Matth. 17.27. 


Unleſs theretore the Zeal and Piety 


ot men towards God did now burn as 
bright as in the Apoſiles time , when 
they thought nothing too much or too 


good tor their Spiritual Fathers 3 it | 


were the moſt wicked and unſecemly | 


thing in'the World, to put the Mini- 
ſiers of Jc{us either to labour like Me- 
chanics with their hands tor their bread, 
or to live upon the uncertain benevo- 
lence of the People. 


Wherefoxe when the great Love of | 


the firſt Ages to Chriſt and his Miniſters 
by degrees cooled and was abated, and 
men grew to be lovers of themſelves 
more than, lovers of God it pleaſed 
tit 
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that All-wife Providence which always 
watches over the Church , fo to inſpire 
the hearts of Chriſtian Kings and Prin- 
ces to ſecure his proviſions, that though 
men (ſhould ſo tar forget and deny God, 
trom whom they reccive all that they 
have , as to detain facrilegiouſly his 
right z yet they might be compelled by 
Laws and external Diſcipline to pay 
him this his Rent or Tribute , which 
they would not do of their own accord. 
For all the Tythes are che Lords, and the 
Minilters claim them not as a duty of the 
pcople unto them, but as the Lords pors 
tion which he gives to his Minilters : 
and (ſo the Scripture ſpeaks, M2l. 3. 8. 
Will 2 man rob God ? yet ye have robbed 
me, ſaith the Lord. Mark well, God 
does not ſay they had robbed his Mini- 
licrs, though he gave the Tythe to them, 
but they had robbed him. And who- 
ever facrilegiouſly detains and kceps 
back his Tythe, robbeth God, and muſt 

expe to be curſed with a curſe. 
Almighty God therctore reſerving a 
portion out of every mans Ettate as his - 
Rent or Tribute, to the end that every 
one may acknowledge his Sovereignty. 
and Dominion over all that he poſſcſles, 
E queltt- 


4 . 6e ) 
queſtionleſs the Civil Magiſtrate may 
and ought to make Laws whereby men 
may be forced to give God his due, 
when they ſhall grow ſo wicked and 
Atheiſtical as to rob him of it. And it 
it be lawful for a man to appeal to the 
ſecular Powers to ſecure his own Eſtate, 
it is much more lawful to uſe them to 
preſerve Gods Revenue. And it it were 
not ſome more miſchievous delign theſe 
abominable wretches drive at,' they may 
as well quarrcl at the Laws that are 
made for the maintenance of the Poor, 
as at thoſe that are made to conſtrain 
them to pay their Tythes, ſince the Poor 
arc likewiſe Chrilts charge as well as the 
Miniſters 3 and yet none but {ome cove- 
tous Worlding would fay that it were 
betrer they ſhould be left to the tree bec- 
nevolence of every one : it they were, 
. it is doubtful whether a great many 
would not ſtarve. But would you 
know what defign it is the Devil drives | 
at by ſetting theſe people to cry out 
againſt the maintenance of the Mini- 
ſters? It is briefly this, to bring men 
back from the true knowledge of Chriſt, 
and the liberty of the Goſpel, into their 
ancient bondage of Pagan Mn" 
an 
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and Idolatry : and to compaſs this, he 
makes theſe wild people his Inſtruments. 
For he well. knows , that it is the Mini- 
{ters that lay open his plots, and warn 
men to take heed of falling into his 
ſnares and traps , and they daily incou- 
rage men in vertue, and inſtrut them 
in the knowledge of God : Now if he 
could take theſe enemies of his Kingdom 
away, he is then ſure the people will pe- 
riſh through ignorance, and become his 
own eafie prey. And there is no better 
way to make ſure work with the Shep- 
herds, than to incourage the flock to 
withdraw , and detain (though it be 
with the greateſt injury to God and 
their own ſouls) that portion and main- 
tenance God has commanded to give 
him, and aſſigned over to his Miniſters. 
For Faith comes by bearing , and how 
ſhould people believe except the Word 
of God he preached to them ? | 

I ſhall now take away, as briefly as I 
can, thoſe Objections which thele bold 
Enthuſiaſts make againſt the preſent 


maintenance of the Miniſters And Objea.I, 


hrſt , they endeavour to perlwade men 
that Tythes are Levitical , and confe- 


; quently when Chriſt came they were 


2 abo- 
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aboliſhed with the Law of Moſes. But 
to this impious cavil I anſwer, 

r. That there is nothing of the Law 
of Moſes aboliſhed or taken away by 
Chriſt, but what did adumbrate, pre- ' 
figure and ſhadow out his coming in the 
fleſh : tor whatever was natural and mo- 
ral, obliges us ſtill , and will. do fo to 
the end of the world : therefore Chriſt 
ſays, Mat. 5. 17- that be came not to de- 
ftroy the Law and the Prophets, but to ful- 
fil it, 1. e to make it more perfect than 
it was before. But *tis apparent that 
Tythes were no Types ot any thing, 
nor did they ſhadow out any thing to 
come , that when that ſubſtance was 
come, they ſhould be taken away : and 
we may as well ſay that Praycr to God 
was taken away by the coming of Chriſt, 
as that the Revenue due to God was ta- 
ken away: for we are as much bound 
to honour God with our ſubſtance, as 
with our lips. 

2. Tythes were due to God, and paid 
betore ever the Law of Moſes began, 
and therefore cannot be ſaid ro be pro- 
per and natural to that. In Gey. 14. it 
is ſaid, that whilſt Abraham dwclt at 
Hebrox in the Plain of Mamre, his Bro- 
thcr 
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ther Lot was carried away Priſoner by 
the four ( Aſſyrian or Babylonian ) Kings, 
with all that he had, and that Abraham, 
confederate with Mamre the Amorite,and 
his brethren Eſcol and Aner , armed his 
houſhold , three hundred and eighteen 
in all , and purſued them unto Dax, 
where he {mote them in the night, and 
recovered Lot and the prey z and that as 
he returned, Melchiſedek, King of Salem 
Prieſt of the-moſt high God , met him, 
and gave him Bread and Wine, and blc{- 
{cd him, and prayed and praiſed God tor 
him , and that Abraham did th<reupon 
give him the tythe of all. Now look in 
the ſeventh ot the Hebrews . where this 
ſtory is repeated, you ſhall tind that Mel- 
chiſedek was a Type of Chritt, and hence 
Chriſts Prieſthood is faid to be after the 
order of Melchiſedek : and it is faid that 
Melchiſedek, , in the Perſon of Chritt, 
received Tythes of Abraham : therctoxe 
Tythes are now due to Chritt, foy as 
much as he is {till a Prictt after the order 
ot Melchiſedek,, and conſequently they 
are the right and portion of his Mini. 
lters. V 

The next place of Scripture mention- 
ing Tythes before the Law, is in Gen.28. 
E 3 Ve22o 
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7.22. Jacob going, upon his adventure, 
voweth, that if God will be with him 
in his journey, and give him meat and 
cloath, and ſo that he return ſafe , then 
(faith he) the Lord ſhall be my God, and 
this flone which I here ſet up ſhall be Gods 
bouſe, and of all that thou ſhalt give me, 
will I give the tenth unto thee. 
3+ If the payment of Tythes under | 
the Goſpel were meerly Judaical, then 
ſhould the Miniſters of the Goſpel re- 
ceive much more 'than a tenth part, 
which they do not 3 nor is there | 
hardly-a Pariſh in Exgland where the 
Miniſter is paid the full tenth, without 
purloining and ſnipping by ſome facri- 
legious hand or other. Now though 
Chriſts Miniſters ought to have a moxe 
honourable maintenance than the Prieſts 
and Levites, yet ſuch is the iniquity of 
men, that they have not the tenth, 
whereas the Tſraelites paid out of their 
increaſe of Corn almoſt a hfth part for 
ſeveral Tythes and Duties commanded 
to them. And by what is ſaid , I have 
maniteſted the frivolouſneſs of this Ob- | 
jection, That Tythes are Leviticalz and 
if there were not ſome ſweetneſs which 
the covetous and ſacrilegious man reaper 
y 
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by pinching the Parſon, he could never 
deny the payment of his Tythes upon 
ſuch a lilly pretence. 

Objef. 2. They lay that Chriſt told 
his Diſciples, Freely they bad received, 
therefore they ſhould freely give, Mat.10.8. 
and the Apoſtles Pay! and Barnabas 
preached freely , working with their 
own hands that they might not be 
chargeable to any : therefore Miniſters 
ſhould not grieve the people by taking 
Tythes. 

Anſw. That of our Saviour to his 
Diſciples, Freely ye bave received, freely 
give, belongs not to the cale of Tythes, 
as any one that reads the foregoing words 
may ſee: the gifts which Chriſt gave to 
his Apoſiles, were to heal the ſick, cleanſe 
the Lepers, raiſe the dead, and to caſt ont 
Devils; which miraculous gifts ( if it 
had been lawful ) would have been a 
way to bring in gain enough : for what 
would not a Parcnt give to have his 
dead Child raiſed ro lite? or a man to 
have his dear and lick Friend recovered, 
or diſpoſſcſled of an evil ſpirit ? There- 
fore our bleſſed Lord , that he might 
declare his own Miſſion, that he was ſent 
for the gcol and common benehtt of all 

E 4 men. 
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men , charges his Diſciples , that they 
ſhould not think of appropriating theſe 
es gifts to. their private in» 
tereſt and advantage , but that as God, 
without any merit of theirs, had gra- 
ciouſly conterred thele Powers upon 


them , ſo they ſhould as freely make | 


| 


uſe of them for the benefit of others; | 
Neither do the Miniſters fell the Ho- | 


ly Ghoſt or the Goſpel for money , but 
preach it freely, being maintained at 
Gods charges: for there is a Rent or 
Portion of every mans Eſtate due to 
God, as an acknowledgment they hold 
all they have of him; and God being 


{elf-ſufficient, and ſtanding in need ot 


nothing, of ours, has afligned and gji- 
ven this Portion of his tor the main- 
tenance of his Miniſters: And as the 
Apoſtles were never charged with this 
fin of ſelling their gifts, when they 
tived at the coſts of thoſe to whom 
they preached the Goſpel 3 ſo neither 
are the Miniſters now guilty of this 
ſin, when for their Preaching they are 
maintained at Gods charges, and live 
upon his Revenue for the Lord him- 
lelt ſaid , Digius eft operarins Mercede 
ſua. 

Then 


— 
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Then for the Apoliles Paw! and Bar- < 
nabas preaching the Goſpel freely, it ra- 
ther makes againti than for them that 
object it : tor this was no binding Com- 
mandment to them, nor had Chrilt any 
where ſaid to then, Ye ſhall not take 
Tithes3 but it was a Charter of Liberty 
and Power granted to them, they might 
both uſe and exat Maintenance if they 
would, or they might diſcedere de jure, 
leave it it they liſted. + Cor. 9.6. Touly 
aud Barnabas, have not we power to for- 
bear working ® Who gocth a warfare 
any time at his ewn charges £ Who plant- 
eth a Vine-yard and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof ? Or who feedeth a flack, and eats 
not of the milk, of the flock? As it he 
had faid , May the other Apoſtles eat 
and ' drink upon the expence of the 
Church, and keep their Wives alſo and 
Family by the Revenue dedicated to 
God by their Children whom they be- 
get in the Goſpel z and muſt I only and 
Barnabas not live but by the works ot 
our hands? And that hc may not in the 
leaſt reprove the Apoliles who were 
mainteined by the Church , -he ſhews 
that it was juſt and lawtul for them to 
live as they did of the Churches Al- 
lowance, 


[ 68 ] 
lowance, by an Argument of Compa- 
riſon, ſeeing Soldiers live by their Wa- 
ges, and Husband-men by the Fruit of 
their Labours , and Shepherds of that 
which comes of the Flock. It is plain 


| 


— 


chen, that St. Pau! might have lawfully | 


demanded and received Tithes it he 
would, but he did not uſe that Power 


which he might have done, becauſe he | 


would not have them think he was bur- 
denſom to them. But if a man will 
recede from his right and not take what 
he lawfully may, does that prove that 
he has no right nor due to it? 

I have now made it manitelt and evi- 
dent, that Tithes as they are now the 
ſtated and ſet Mairitenance of the Mi- 
niſters are due by Divine Right, which 
alſo the very Text and Body of the 
Common Law of England holds them 
to be as Judge Coke fays in the (ſecout! 
Part of his Reports, Diſmes ſont choſes 
oats, & due, de jure Diving. But 

uppole they were uot, what advantage 
can a hungry Familitt reap by it ? ſurely 
very little. It is faid, Nehem. 10. 32» 
that Nebemiah. and the Jews made Sta- 
tutes for themlelves to give every year 
the third part of a Shekel for the ſer- 

vice 
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vice of the Houſe of God. It was in 
their power before to give what they 
pleaſed, but they by a joint conſent fix 
upon the third part of a Shekel every 
year, and by this Ordinance and Sta- 
ture they were bound to make good 
their Grant. The Caſe is the ſame with 
us3 our Forefathers made Laws among 
themſelves to give a portion of their 
Land, and the tenth part of their 
Subſtance, that is, theſe Parſonages for 
the Service of the Houſe of God. Now 
ſuppoſe that Tithes were not due beture, 
yet now being voluntarily given, and 
this Grant conhirmed by ſo many Acts 
of Parliament , they are now become 
due, and the Minitters have as jult a 
claim to them, as any man has to his 
own Free-hold Eſtate. Iam {ure their 
title to Tithes is much more antient 
than any mans title to his Temporal In- 
heritance 3 and no one thing hath been 
oftner confirmed and ratitied by the 
Acts and Statutes of this Kingdom, than 
the Poſſeſſions, Tithes and Rights of the 
Clergy. 


SECT. 


Of the 


Miniſters ments, that God is to have a portion | 
of the 
Goſpel. 


L709] 
SECT. IV. 


Having proved by undeniable Argu- 


out of our Lands and Goods, and that 
no man, unleſs he be impiouſly pro- 
phane and Atheiſtical, can deny the 
juſt payment of theſe Ducs, much leſs 
plead Conlcience to excule Sacrilege 3 It 
remains only now to ſhew the grounds 


| 


| 


upon which the preſent Minilters - of 


England claim theſe devoted Lands and 
Profits as their Inheritance. The Foun- 
dation of their claim is this, That they 
are true Miniſters of the Lord Jeſus, or 
true Paſtors under that great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of all our ſouls. Now *tis re- 
quired in every true Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, that he be rightly and duly 


called to the executing of this his Fun- | 


tion. According to theſe expreſs Scri- 
ptures, Heb. 5.4 No man taketh this 
Honour unto himſelf, but he that is cal- 
l:4 of Gogl s was Aaron. And Rom-10. 


15. How ſhall they preach, except they be | 


ſent? Yea, our Bleſſed Saviour him- 


felt did not take upon him publicly to | 


preach the Goſpel till he was ſolemnly 
| inaugu- 


lf 
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| inaugurated and inſtalled in his Office by 


the- deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and a 


| voice from heaven which ſaid, This is 


my beloved Son in whom I am well plea- 
ſed, Matth. 3-16,17- And when the 
Lord Jeſus was riſen from the dead, be- 
fore he aſcended into heaven, he gives 
a Commiſſion to his Diſciples, Fohn 20. 
21. As my Father bath ſent me, even ſo 
ſend T you ( Chriſt here rehearſes his own 
Commithon, and then gives the Apo- 
{les theirs,) and when he had ſaid this, 
he breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. And laſtly, 
7-23. he declares to them the Power 
tat he had inveſted them withal, J/hoſe 
ſoevey ſins ye remit, they are remitted un- 
to them, and whoſe ſoever ſins ye retain, 
they are retained : and this Power was 
not only inherent in them, but is de- 
rived to all the ſucceeding Miniſters of 
the Goſpel to the end of the World. 
But the moſt ſolemn and public Inau- 
guration of the Apoſtles in their Othce 
was by a bright and ſhining glorious 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, 
by this, viſibly ratifying and confirming 
the Commiſſion that Chriſt had before 
given to them. 
This 


[72] 
This being certain then, that no man 
ought to execute that ſacred Function | 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel but he that 
is called thereto, I ſhall now ſhew the 
manner of the Deſignation or Autho- | 
rizing of any man to execute this holy 
Employment; and that was by Impo- 
ſition ot hands, according as it was uſed 
by the Apoſtles, and commanded by 
them to their Succeſſors, and continued 
trom thence in the Church unto this 
very day. Infomuch that the great A- 
poſtle of the Gentiles St. Pax!, though 
he were honoured by a ſingular Prero- 
gative and Call from Heaven by Chriſt 
himſelf, yet was to ſtay till he had the 
ordinary Call of the Church too, and 
was conſecrated by the Impolition of 
hands, As 13- 2,3. As they miniſtred to 
tbe Lord and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work, whereunto T bave. called them : and 
when they bad faſted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they ſent them 
away. And theſe ſame very perſons ha- 
ving in their travels converted whole 
Cities and Towns to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, they leave them not as ſheep 
without a Shepherd, but they ordain | 
them 


| 
n | them Elders in c 
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very Church. AQts 144231 
And St. Pant leaves the Ordination of 
Timothy upon record together with the 7 
manner of it, that it was by the Im-' 
polition of his hands and the hands of 
the Presbytery, 2 Tim. 1-6. and 11 Tim. 
4-14. And becauſe the Apoſtles could 
not live always, they tranſmitted their 
Power to cthers, and thoſe likewiſe 
to their Succeſſors: As the Scripture 
informs us, Tit. 1.5» For this cauſe left 
I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt 
ordain Elders | i.e. Paſtors and Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, ] in every City as T bad 
given thee order, 

Thcſe things being ſo, it follows, 
Firſt, that the preſent Miniſters of 
the Goſpel in the Church of England 
are true Minilters of Jeſus Chriit, and 
therefore have right to Tithes , toraf- 
much as they have both an inward 
and outward call: The inward call is 
the Teſtimony of their own Conſcien- 
ces in that they believe themſelves fur- 
niſhed in a good mealure with gifts 


tor the diſcharge of their Office, and 


delire to employ them for the advantage 
of mcns fouls: And then they have 


| the outward call of the Church, being 


CON» 
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ccnſecrated and ſet apart tor that Of- 
tice by Impolition of hands and Pray. 
ers. Secondly, it tollows that no man | 
(though he have the inward call, that 
is, find hiraſelt gitted ) ought to- take 
upon him the Othce ot a Prieſt or Mi- 
nifter of the Goſpel without the out- 
ward call likewiſe. And theretore it 
is an intolerable preſumption tor 1lli- 
tcrate Mechanics and Tradeſmen to take 
upon them the Othce of a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel; and tor this their boldneſs 
they may juſily expect (it not the ſane, 
yet, as great ' Judgments as betcl Koyah, 
Uzzab and Vzziab, tor invadingotend 
intermeddling with the Priefis Fun- 
Gtion. And it were calie to 1magin the | 
Kdolatry and Herefic that mutt nceds 
overſprcad a Nation, where the Ruſſet- 
Rabbies and apron-Levites arc the [n- | 
liructcrs of the Pcoplc. | 
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CHAP. IV. 


That Quakery , though it pretend 
high, # mere Sacldaciſm at the 
Bottom. 


T is well known, that the Immor- 

tality of the Soul by the Dodtrin of 
H.N. was nothingÞut the Perpetuation 
or Continuance ot the Succeſſion of che 
Family of Love, and the RefurreQion 
was nothing but a Myſtical Riſing into 
his Dotrin, that the day of Judgment 
was then in being, the Nations of the 
Earth being judged by him, as by the 
Man whom God had appointed, as he 
lacrilegiouſly arrogates that place which 
was ſpoken of Chriſt to himſclt, Ads 
17.31. Now accordivg to this Dodtrin 
it there be no other but a Myſtical Re- 
(\urre&ion, and that Immortal Lite be 
but the Continuance of H-N.'s Doctrin 
among his Followers for cver, and that 
the day of Judgment be alrcady paſt 
then it is certam , that -men have no 
Souls, nor any thing to anſwer for in 
another 
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full ſenſe of F. N. concerning thele 
things is expreſſed in his Exangel.C. 34. 
Bebold and conſider, my beloved, how won» 


another world, but die like beaſts. The | 


derfully God workgth in bis boly ones: | 
and how that now in this day or light of | 


the love, the Fudg ment-ſeat of Chrift is re- 
vealed and declared unto us ; ont of bea- 
ven, to a righteous Fudgment upon Earth, 
from the right hand of Ged : and how that 
on the ſame Fudgment-ſeat of Chriſt (that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled) there fit- 
teth one now in Truth in the babitation of 
Darid : which jndgeth uprightly, thinketh 
upon Equity and requireth righteouſneſs. 
Through him God will now in this day 
which be bimſclf bath appointed or or- 
dained thereunts, judge the compa(s of the 
Earth with righteouſacſs. 

Again, Chap. 35 he ſpeaks thus, Be- 
hold, in this preſent day is this Scripture 
fulfilled, and according tothe teſtimony of 
the Scripture, the raiſing np and the Rt- 
ſarrefiion of the Lords dead cometh alſ6 
to paſs preſently in this ſame day, through 


- tbe appearing of the coming of Chriſt in 


bis Majeſty. Which Reſurreftion of #bt 
dead, ſeeing that the ſame is come unto w 
from Gods grace , we do likewiſe in thi 
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preſent | 


(C77 | 
preſent day , to an Evangelie or joyful 
meſſage of the Kingdom of God and Chriſt, 
publiſh in all tbe world, nnder the obcdience 
of the lave : in which ReſurreCion of the 
dead, God: ſheweth unto us, that the time 
is now fulfilled, that bis dead , or the dead 
which are fallen aſleep in the Lord, riſe up 
in this day of bis Fudgment, and appear 
nnto 15 i) godly glory. ———- It is plain 
trom.hence, that both the day of Judg+ 
ment, and the Reſurrection ot the Dead. 
are in this life, and that H.N. doth both 
raiſe them up , and judge them by his 
Doctrine. 

And becauſe the Reader ſhall be ſul'y 
ſatished, and ſee that it is not without 
cauſe that I lay this charge upon this 
beaſtly Generation of Quakers, I ſhall 
produce ſome Teſtimonies from their 
Writings , wherein they deliver thetr- 
lelves after the fatne manner with 
H. N. 

Thomas Forſter, in a certain Pamphlet 
which he calls 4 GRide to the Bliad, 
(when the blind lead the blind the con- 
ſequence is apparent ) ſpeaks thus : 
Chritts firſt appearance to the world 945 
in fleſh, and tbe flehly eye ſaw bim : but 
bis ſceand appearance is in ſpirit > whicy 
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10 fleſhly eye can behold and liv? : for as 


the Lightning cometh from one part of 
Heaven to lighten another part under Hea- 


ven, ſo ſhall the coming of the Son of man | 


be; aud bleſſed are all they who wait for 
bis ſecond coming, to nit, without fin unto 
ſalvation : for bis ſecond coming #4 to put 
an end to in, to finiſh tranſgreſſion, and to 
bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. He 

that bath ax ear to heay let him hear. 
From hence it appears, that Chriſts 
ſecond coming is made only his ſpiritual 
coming into mens hearts, to make them 
without fin , and to bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs 3 and that when he thus 
comes, no fleſhly eye can ſee him: all 
which make Chriſts .coming to Judg- 
ment to be nothing but his appearing in 
the Generation oft Quakers. But the 
Scripture is expreſs, that Chriſt ſhall at 
the end of the world deſcend from Hea- 
ven as he went thither, A. 1. 11+ that 
is, viſibly and bodily, for ſo he aſcended. 
And in Revel. 1.7. it is (aid, Behold, be 
cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee 
him, and they alſo which pierced him. — 
Therefore his ſecond coming to Judg- 
ment 1s not his coming into mens hearts 
by his Spirit, but his coming with chou- 
ſands 
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ſands of Angels to give ſentence upon 
all men, and this by a viſible deſcent 
from Heaven , to be ſeen by the wicked 
as well as the righteous. 

The ſame perſon in another place ex- 
prelly denies the ſecond coming of our 
Lord and Saviour to Judgment in the 
plain and literal ſenſe : The Children of 
the Light (lays he, that is, the Quakers) 
can tell you, that as Chriſts firſt appearance 
to the world was in the fleſh, and the fleſhly 
eye ſaw him, ſo bis ſecond appearance is in 
ſpins and no fleſhly eye can behald him, he 
being a ſpirit. Is not this a denial of 
Chriſts coming to Judgment, belides a 
manifelt falſhood ? For Chritt is no 
more a Spirit now, than he was in the 
days of his fleſh, bur fits in his Body ac 
the right hand of God ; anda the ſame 
Body that now he hath in Heaven ſhall 
he come to Judgment, and be cen of all 
by their natural ſight as we behold one 


- another. 


Now for the glorious Immortality 
and bleſſed Reſt that every holy Soul cx- 
pecs in the life to come, it is perteatly 
allegorized away, and made nothing but 
a certain condition and ſtate of mind in 
this life : So that Sadducee Forjter in the 
F 3 B ook 
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Book before-named , pag. 45- declares, 
Our Captain ((ays he) i able to maly 
War with the Enemy , and not only give 
us Vittory , but alſo an entrance into the 
Holy of Holies within the Veil bere. By 
which it appears, that it we enter into 
the Holy of Holics here, (that is, into 
Heaven in this life ) then there is no 
Heaven nor happineſs to be expected in 
the life to come, 


— ———_—_ 


But to make all ſure and compleat, | 


the Quaker , a pertect Sadducee, George 
Fox, in his Great Myſtery, aftirms, That 
the Soul is a part of tbe Eſſence and Beiy 

of Gad. This was the very thing which 


cauſed ſuch an irreconcileable hatred be- | 


tween the Phariſees and Sadducees in 
par Saviour Chrilts time. But the Fox 
was not ſo cunning here as he might 
have been, nor did he well weigh the 
monlirous and wicked conſequences of 
this his Aſſertion : For if the Soul be a 
part of the Efſence of God, it will fol- 
low, 

I+ That the Eſſence and Being of God 
15 diſcerpible, and may be ſhred 
vided into millions of pieces, which is a 


and di- | 


ul 


notorious Blaſphemy againſt the ſacred | 


Majeſty and Perfection of God, 
| 2, It 


———— 
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2. It will follow, That God muſt rc- 
ward and punilh himſelt, becauſe every 
mans Soul after death returns (accor- 
ding to this opinion) and is joined to, 
and loſt in the Eſtence of God 3 and 
there being nothing but God , it he.re- 
ward and puniſh any thing , it mult be 
himlelt, 

3, .t will follow, :that-a part of God 
mult be fintu! ; tor every maus Soul be- 
ing fallen into fin, and yet is a part of 
Gods Eſſence, it follows ot neceflicy that 
a part of God mult be fiatul. A prodi- 
gious Blaſphemy | 

I forbear any further Citations, be- 
cauſe the thing it ſelf is {o obvious to 
every man that underltands but the drift 
and purpolc of Familiſm, wherem the 
chiefcſt Articles of a Chriſtians Faich are 
made but a Fable, whoſe EmpuSor, or 
Moral, is the myſtical meaning which 
they put upon it. . And are not thele 
brave Guides. (think you) of the Go= 
ſpel, when they fruſtrate and make void 
the greateſt Arguments that Chrilt Jeſus 
has thought ht co excite and fiir men, up 
to holincls withal ? that is, the conſide- 
ration of a Judgment to come, and a 
bleſſed Immortality in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, F 4 I 
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I grant that there is to be a Reſurre- 


ion from fin, and all men are to be | 


conformable to the Reſurrection of Te- 
ſus by their riling to a new and holy 
life, and placing their affeQtions upon 
heavenly and divine Objedts, according 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks , Col. 3-1. If ye 
then be riſen with Chriſt , ſeek thoſe things 
that are above. But belides this , there 
is likewiſe a Reſurrection of the natural 
body to be expected at the end of the 
world , which St. Panl charges thoſc 
Hereticks Hymeneus and Philetus with 
the denial of, 2 Tim. 2.17. Who con- 
cerning the truth have erred , ſaying that 
tbe Reſurrettion is paſt already , and over- 
throw the Faith of ſome. 

We therefore who are taught and be- 
lieve the written Word of God , and 
make that the Rule of our Faith and 
Manners , do own and profeſs a Reſur- 


recion of our mortal bodies at the laſt |. 


| 


day, when Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son |: 
of God , whom the Heavens ſhall con- | 


tain till in his own good time he ſhall 
think fit to put an end to the Generati- 
ons of men, and the frame of this viſible 
World, ſhall deſcend from Heaven with 
a ſhout, with the voice of the Archangel, 
an 


[33] 
and with the Trump of God, and ha- 
ving called the dead from their graves, 
ſhall viſibly diſtinguiſh the righteous 
from the wicked , taking them up with 
him into Heaven, to join with his glo- 
rious Hoſt of Light, and ſentencing theſe 
into everlaſting tire z which heavy doom 
and vengeance ſhall preſently-be execu- 
ted upon them : for through the ſtupen- 
dious Operation of the Son of God, the 
Earth that now 1s, with all the works 
therein, ſhall be on hire, and the Elements 
(hall melt with fervent heat, and all 
wicked men and devils ſhall be plunged 
into that Lake that burns for ever. 
Knowing therefore theſe terrours of the 
Lord, the Miniſters of the Goſpel per- 
{wade men by a ſpeedy repentance to 
turn unto God , to mortihe and ſubdue 
all their carnal Juſts and corruptions, and 
to be regenerated and born again in the 
ſpirit ot their minds, to caſt off the old 
man with his deeds, and to put on the 
new man, which after God is created in 
righteouſneſs and holineſs, becauſe God 
w1ll bring every man into judgment, and 
they mult look to give an account after 
they are dead ot all that they have done 
in the body, w hether good or bad. 
But 
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But it isa very great argument to me 


that thefe Familiſtical Quakers bclicve | 


none of theſe things in good carnelt, be- 
cauſc I find theſe arguments of the Im- 
mortality and future (ubſiltence ot cye- 
ry mans *oy], of the fatisfaction and 


death of Jeſus for the fins of men upon | 


the Croſs, and his interceſſion for us 
now in Heaven , of the Reſurrection of 
the Body, and the gencral day of Judg- 
ment at the end of the World, cither 
not at all made uſe of by them , or but 
lightly touched , and that in a myftical 
and allegorical way. Whereas the holy 
Apoſtles did in their Sermons moſt com- 
monly make uſc of ſome or more of thele 
general heads, according to the capaci- 
tics, or needs and nccelſities of their 
Auditors. As for example , what can 
be more effeual for the begetting lin- 
cere holinels in men, than to preſs upon 
them the conlideration of the Death and 


| 
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Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt ? who out of meer | 


good will gave his lit>>a ranſom for the 
tins of all the world, and that he is now 
an Advocate and Intcrcefior in Heaven 
tor thoſe that believe on his Name. And 
it they will not be moved by love and 


kindneſs, then to advile them to look to 
their 


© TIS > 


| OREN rv a oo 


= ES IIS 


[87 ] 
their Intercſt and Advantage, foraſmuch 
a5 all men muſt give an Account to God 
at the general Day of Judgment tor all 
their Actions , and ſhall receive either 
Reward or. Puniſhment as they have 
been cither goqd or evilz and therefore 
ſince their Souls are immoxtal and live 
after their Bodies are dead, it behooves 
them to provide tor them in: time and 
ſecure them a happy Entrance and Ad-+ 
miſſion into. the other world, Would 
not this be much better than! to make 
a long Harangye and nonſentical Story 
of the Light within, and coming to the 
Witne(s within, which their Auditors 
underſtand nothing of in the way they 
propound it, and at Jafſt. concluding 
like mad People with downright rail- 
ing againſt every man that 15 not of their 
mind : which way of Preaching the Go- 
{pel.is very much different from the man- 
ner of the Apoſtles, and ſuch as the true 
Miniſters of God in Exglanddelire never 
to be guilty of Learning, 

I have now made it more than a pro- 
bable ConjeQure , that although thele 
modern Familiſts, the Quakers, make 
a great noiſe about Chrilt within them 
and the Light of God; yet they are 


mere 
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mere Sadduces, really denying the Im- | 
mortality and Life of the Soul after the | 
death of the Bedy, and *therefore {© 

much more carefully to be avoided by |; 
every man that tenders his Happineſs in | 
the other world ; for though they be- 
guile the fimple and unwary, yet the 
more prudent and underſtanding perſon 
who is able to dive into the bottom of 
their Errors and Herefies will undoubt- 
edly conteſs it to be a piece of beaſtly 
ſottiſhneſs, undermining the very foun- 
dation of all Religion in the World. 


—— 


CHAP. V. 


That the Quakers are dangerou | 
Enemies of the Civil Magiſtrate, | 


E have ſeen their Oppoſition to } 

the Church, and their Diſafte- | 

&ion to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, let | 
us. now fee it they are/any better-na- | 

tur*d to the Civil Magiſtrate : And | 
here you ſhall find them diſſembling | 
their Opinions, and becauſe ſomething 


muſt be ſaid, as well to (atishe the _ 
0 
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of the common People whom they de- 
lude, as to keep themſelves out of the 
reach and cognizance of the Laws of 
the Land; they pretend a kind of a 
partial ſubje&ion and obedience, which 
when ſtritly examined 1s indeed no 
obedience at all. And hereinthey ſhew 
themſelves (as in all other things) excel- 
lent Proticients in the School of H.N. 
who in his Exhortat. ſpeaks thus, That 
bis Inftrudions of the upright, and Chri-- 
ſtian Baptiſm, bis crying voice, &c. Theſe 
may be confeſſed among, the adulterous and 
finful Generation, and the falſe bearts of 
the Scripture-learned (tor fo he calls all 
that are not of his way,) but ( ſays he) 
ye ſhall not talk of your ſecrets or utter your 
Myſteries openly or nakgdly in the bearing 
of your young Children or Diſciples, bus 
ſpare them not in the ears of your Elders 
which can underitand the ſame, or are able 
0 bear or away with the ſound thereof. In 
like manner, the Quakers conceal the 
Depth and Myſtery of their way from 
their new-made Proſclytes, and -when 
they muſt ſay ſomething for ſatisfaction 
of the world, they ſpeak fo duubttully 
that their Expreſſions {cem not to mean 
what they carry in them. But to de- 
ſcend 


[90] 
ſcend to ſome Particulars: They are 
dangerous Enemies to the Ciyil Magi- 
ſtrate, 

1: Becauſe their Principles tend tg 
the exciting of Sedition and Rebellion, 
In the Book called, The Principles of 
Truth, p.58. they fay thus, Such Magi- 
ftrates who be proud and lofty, who rule 
wot for God, but for themſelves, who love 
the praiſe of meny &c. ſuch Magiſtrates 
they deny and teſtifie againſt. 

his at the firſt looks very inno- 
cently and harmleſly, but let the Rea- 
der beware how he {wallows it, for 
there is Death in the Pot. The Apo- 
ftle 1 Pet. 2-13,14-commands thus, Swb- 
mit your ſelves to every ordinance of man | 
for the Lords ſahe , whether it be to the 
King as ſapreme, or u#to Governours us 
xnto them that are ſent by bim, for the pm 
ment of evil doers, and for the praiſe 
of them that do well. By which we are 
taught Obedience and Submiſſion to all | 
lawtul Powers , as the Clrittians to | 
whom St. Peter wrote, were to yield 
Obedience to the then Komen Emperot 
though a Heathen. And St, Pax! like- 
wile from God cnjoins, Rome. 13-1. L# 
every ſoul be ſubject to the bi2ber Power, 
for 
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for there is no Power but of God. Biit 
theſe men diſown and deny every Ma- 
piltrate that is not according to their 
own Deſcription, which is all one as if 
the Chriſtians ſhould have rebelled a- 
gainlt the Goverament of Ceſar, becauſe 
he was an Heathen, So that if a Ma- 
piſtrate ſhall ſpeak or aCt any thing con- 
trary to their Humor, he's fo far from 
having Obedience, that he is denicd and 
diſowned, and after this, (if it he in 
their power) tis caſie to imagin what 
will become of him. It a Magiſtrate 
be wicked, there is ſtiN an Obedience 
due to him, not out of Conltraint but 
out of Conſcience 3 7 1494 dgyowris elav, 
ſaid the Tragedian Sophocles, but Sainc 
Paul with an Apoſtolical Gravity, They 
are Gods Minifterz. But when men ſhall 
profe(s they will own none but ſuch as 


are holy and righteous in their eſteem, 


how is any Magiſtrate ſecure in his 


| Place, but when they ſhall get an op- 


portunity into their hands, he may pre- 
{ently be accounted wicked, and hi fot 
nothing, but to be diſowned and teſti- 
hed againit ? Is not this now a Doctrin 
firtcd to {Hr up Scdition and Rebellion ? 
It the Parent be never & harſh or ſe» 
vere. 


[90] 
vere, there is ſtill a duty of Honour 
and Obedience to be uſed to him by 
the child : how much more to Magji- 
ſtrates who. are Gods Vicegerents and 
his Minitters ? 

2. They exauctorate and diſclame 
the Civil Magiſtrates Right and Power 
in ordering the attairs ot Religion, and. 
contine his Authority only to matters 
of right and wrong in Temporal con-' 
cerns. For luch they declare their Judg-: 
ment to be. in the fore named Book, 
P-52- We believe that the outward Lami: 
and Powers of the Earth are only to pre 
ſerve mens Perſons and Eſtates, and nn 
to preſerve men in Opinions : neither onght 
the Laws of the Nation to be laid upm 
mens Conſcicnces to bind them to, or from 
ſuch a Fudgment or Pradtice m Reli 
gion. 

I cannot tell what can be (poke 
more plainly to take away-trom the: 
King all Power and Authority in mat- 
ters of Religion and the Service of God;; 
and if any of his Majcliies Subjects will 
turnTwrcs or Jews,it {cems he has nothing 
todo to meddle with them, or puniſh 
them, or to make Laws to the contrary! 
A very tine Prezpgative ! that the = 

all 
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have Power to ſecure mens Eſtates 
from {poijl and rapin, but none to make 
Laws to ſecure their Souls from the 
Devil. . The Doxatiſts of old taught this, 
as Perilian 1n St. Auſtin, Quid vobis, ere. 
What .have you to do with worldly 
Emperors? And as that other in Opta» 
1s, 2d Imperatori cum Eccleſia? What, 
has the Emperor to do with the Church ? 
And our Browniſts learned the ſame dit- 
ty, and the Quaker he comes on yith 


* the third Part to the fame Tune, Be- 


like they cannot think themſelves good 


! Chriſtians except they be Rebels. But 
| certainly his Majeſty as a Chriſtian 


Prince may and ought to have the (ame 


| Power that the Kings of Iſrael and Fie- 


dah enjoyed, who were. commended by 
the Spirit of God or condemned, ac- 
cording as either they. eltabliſhed or 
negle&ed Religion and the- Service of 
God among their People. So that<cer- 
tainly he muſt by his Authority preſerve 
and ſecure Religion as well as mens 
Eftates, And, God be thanked , the 
Church and its Rights are the Care of 
his Majeſty, and his thoughts are daily 
tor the promoting the Lnterett and Wel- 
fare of it, 


G 3. P.50. 
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3. P. 50. of the fore-named Prix- 
ciples of Truth, (miſ-called tor Hereſie) | 
they ſay, We belitve that all Governour, 
and Rulers ought to be accountable to the 
People, and to the next ſucceeding Rulers, | 
for all their afions, which may be enqui- 
red into upon Occaſion, and that the chief- 
eſt of the Rulers be ſubjeft nnder the Law 
'and puniſhable by it, if they be tranſpriſ- 
ſors, as well as the pooreſt of the People. 
We know, that his Majeſty, the King, 
is the chiefeſt of the Rulers or chidf 
Ruler in the Kingdom of England and 
all other his Majefties Dominions ; but 
by this wicked Principle ot Quakers, he 
15 to be accountable to the People, and | 
puniſhable by them. How near this 
borders upon Treaſon 1 leave the Civil 
Magiſtrate to judge. And if it were 
poſiible to make a more favourable In- | 
rerpretation' of thejr words, yet when 
they expreſs their Loyalty ' in fucli 
doubtful terms, and their: obedience | 
grounded upon ſuch a tickliſh hold, it 
is caſte to imagin what ſenſe they them: | 
{elves own; and conſidering withdl 
how obſtinate and deaf they are to all 
good Principles and Inftrutions, and | 
how numerous in many Counties: of | 


England, 
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England, it muſt needs be an At wor- 


' thy the ſupreme Power to ſuppreſs the 


growing Evil, that thoſe who are yet 
ood Chriſtians and Subjects may not 
b: ſeduced and corrupted by ſuch dan- 
gerous Doctrins, 

4+ They affirm, that the taking of 


before a lawtul Magiſtrate) is unlawtul eaking an 
and contrary to the Word of God. Oath. 
Which whether it were at fhrſt inſtiled 
into them by the Jeluite to avoid the 
Oath of Supremacy, or taken up togive 
themſelves a greater Latitude and Li- 
berty to the commiſſion of all that Vil- 
lany and Wickednels which in many 
caſes the Impoſition of an Oath may and 
does frequently obſtruct and hinder, 
Tknow not : But this I knory, that to 
deny the Lawfulnels of taking an Oath 
is to throw away the greatelt Tie and 
Security that any King hath upon his 
public Officers, Minitters and Subjects, 
and by which all mens Titlcs are clear- 
ed in Civil Cauſes, and Juſtice executed 
in Cauſes Criminal, and indeed that by 
which all human Society is preſerved. 
And in all theſe caſes the taking of an 
Oath hath been aad is ſtill uſcd by all 
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an Oath in any caſe whatever ( though _—_ wo” 
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nations ander the heavens. In the Ol 
Telttament it is commanded as. a thing 


that is lawful and neceſſary in the fore- | 


mentioned Infiances. Demt- 6+ 13- Thou 


ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſerve bin | 


and ſwear by bis Name. So Dent.10.20, 
Fer.452. Thon ſhalt ſwear, the Lord liveth 
in Truth, in Tudgment and in Righteouſ- 
weſs. And to luch as ſwear in ſuch 4 
holy and religious manner , God pr6 
miles a bleſſing: Fer. 12. 16» If thy 
will diligently learn the ways of my peoply, 
#0. ſwear by my Name, then ſhall they be 
built in the midſt of my people. 

And if the Quaking Generation ſhall 


objet and (ay, that this was under the | 


Law, therefore now not to be uſed; 


they may remember that the exacting | 
and taking of an Oath was uſed Jong | 


before the Law of Moſes; thus Abrghan 
{ware to Abimelech, Gen. 21. and he 
Tcquires an Oath of his Servant. Gen-24 
And Facob requires an Oath -of his Sou 


Foſeph. Gen. 47. 31« But what, if af 


Duty be commanded under the Law 
Moſes, is it therefore preſently toy be 
thrown by and neglected? So a man 
may, excuſe himſelt from all Religion, 
aud be a worſe heathen than any: that 
ever 
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ever iyet lived-in the World. - And if 
this be good reaſoning,” a man may-upon 
the fame ſcore deny to tear God- under 
the Goſpel, as refuſe to ſwear by him, 
fince ſerving him and {wearing by him 
are both joyned together in Det. 6. 
13. 

"But the taking of an Oath either to 
be true to a Truſt commited, or for the 
decition of ſuch things where nothing 
but an Oath can be available, was ne- 
ver thought unlawtul or fintul amongſt 
Chriſtians, nor are they any where for- 
bid to {wear in ſuch a fort! in the New 
Teſtament, but the uſe of it is rather 
declared 2nd confirmed. St: Paul af- 
ſcrting, the Sovereignty of Jelus Chritt, 


| and Subjection of all things to him, 


brings a place out of the Prophelie of 


Iſriab, As T live, faith the Lord, every Rom, 14 


knee ſhall bow to me. and every tongue 11. 
ſhall confeſs to God ; But in Iſa. 45.23. 
it iS ſaid Every tongue ſhall ſrecar, that 
is, ſhall confeſs and: acknowledge Gods 
Omniſcience and his (ure avenging Ju-- 
Rice 5 which is the true meaning of, #nd 
1s done in every/lawful Oath So that 
f the raking an Oath were a part of 
Gods worthip under the Law, St. Pl 

(G 3 makes 
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.makes it to be fo likewiſe under the 
Goſpel. Again Heb. 6. 16. For men w- 
. rily ſwear by the greater, and au Oath fir 
confirmation is to them an end of all ſtrife, 
For it an Oath had been fimply unlay- 
ful, the Apoſile would never have 
made ufc of a ſinful Practice to aſſure 
us of the Immutability of Gods Pro- 
miſe z but that as an Oath is a hnal de- 
termination of all bulineſſes and Con- 
troverlies, and puts things beyond all 
further doubts and exceptions, God, 
willing to manifeſt to us the Immutz- 
bility of his Promiſe, conhrmed it by 


an Oath that there might be no poſl- 
bility left of doubting the Truth & 
It, 

There remains only an Objection to | 
be diſpatcht wherewith the Heretics en- | 
deavour to hght againſt the Lawfulnels | 
of taking an Oath: And here two | 
Texts are alleged: Matth. 5.34. Butl| 
Jay unto you , ſwear not at all. And| 
Fam.5.12. But above all things, my Bre- 
tbren, ſwear not« 

That neither our Saviour nor his 
Apoſile do condemn or diſallow the 
taking of an Oath adwiniſtred by thoſe 


who arc in Authority, is evident trom 
p v3] 
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v.37. But let your communication, — 
whereby we are given to underſtand, 
that to ſwear in ordinary Communica« 
tion or Diſcourſe or Converſation is ut- 
terly unlawful, and a diſparagement and 
diſhonour to the ſacred Majeſty of God 
to bring his Name in queſtion for every 
petty trifle. To which we may add, 
that Chriſt likewiſe condemns ati (wear- 
ing by the Creatures, as the manner of 
the Jews was, to ſwear by Heaven, or 
Earth, by Jeruſalem, or by their Head, 
as the Heathens uſed to fwear by the 
Fortunes of their Emperors : So he in 
Lucan, lib.t. 


Per figna decem felicia caſtris, 
Perqz t#u0s juro quocungz ex boſte triumphs. 


And that the Precept of St. Fames is to 
the ſame purpoſe, appears by the Ex- 
preſſion, Let you# yea be yea, and your. 
nay, nay, i.e. Let your Promiles and 
Performances be all onez by which like- 
wile we learn this Leſſon, That all vo- 
lantary (that is, a!'} fuch Oaths as have 
no other motive but a mans felt or his 
own gain or intereft, ) but clpecially pro« 
miſſory Oaths are unlawful for a Chri- 
G 4 [tian 
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{tian, for he that is ſoguſt in performing 

. his Word, there will be no reed of his * 

' Oath; and he that perpetually ſwears | 

to every thing he ſpeaks or promiles, | 

will be in danger to fall into Lying and | 

Deceit, for that is the meaning ot Lyf 

* Mi &«s ye fall into condenmation, that is, Lelt 
Wrxear ye be found deceitful, 

jpeg Thus I-have made it appear, that 

;0.&Mar, {he Quakers are Enemies to all Magi- 

24.51, ſirates and particularly fuch as do con» 

demn and diſallow of their ways and 

practices: which Contempt and under- 

valuing of Authority mult necds at laſt | 

end in diſorder and contuſltqn,and there- 

fore ſo much the more to be abhorred by | 

every one protcſling the peaceable Golpel | 

of the Lord Jclus. | 
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CHAP. VI. 
of the Light within. 


He firſt Principle that the Quakers 
ſo carneſtly inculcate and irive to 
impreſs upon thoſe whom they {educe 
is, To cone to the Light and to the witneſs 
within» 
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within ; therefore it will be neceſſary to 
know and enquire what this Light with- 
in is, and what they mean by it, which 
muſt (if any where) be had out of their 
own Writings. For ſurely no man can 
think thac they will ſo conſtantly call 
upon men to hearken to, and come to 
the Light within them, but they will at 
the ſame time tell them what it is, and 
how they ſhall know it. But fo un- 
happily it falls out , that though this 
Light be within every one of them, yet 
they ate not 'agreed among, themſelves 


what it is. 
Thomas Forſter in his Gta to the Blind, 
printed 1659. pag- 1» ſays , That God 
# the Light : but then, pag. 7- as \t he 
had forgotten himſelf, he cells us, That 
Chrift within is mans true Light to walk 
by. But yet doubting whether this will 
ho!d water or not, in pag- 9+ he con- 
cludes, That the Spirit of Chriſt in man 
is the true Light and Guide,and this Light 
enlighteus every man that comes into the 
IVorld, And fince this is ſo , a man 
would wonder who thoſe blind people 
are to whom this Blind Guide writgs. But 
it Fames Naylor may be Judge,ouy friend 
Thomas is very much miſtaken, op 

| is 
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his Book called, 4 Door opened to the 


impriſoned Seed, printed 1659. pag/2, 3. | 
he ſays, That the Light of the World i | 
Gods Love to the World , and this Light is | 
not given to any till they come out of the | 


World. George Whitehead in the Seed of 
Iſraels Redeniption, pag- 20. ſays, That 
the Light within is a meaſure of the Lord; 
Life and Light. 

Well, ſomething it muſt be , though 
this is certaih, that if their Writifgs 
were given forth by immediate Revela- 
tion from the Spirit of God, they would 
not have contradicted one another in 
their Teſtimony. But ſince they differ 
ſo much in their Opinions , I will take 
that which is moſt common amongſt 


them, that the Light within them is Chriſt: | 


and here I ſhall help them out a little 
from their Maſter H. N. whole Scholars 
they have hitherto proved themfelves to 
be. H. N: therefore affirms thus : E- 
very godly man partaker of the Bting of 
God and Spirit of Love, is God incarnate, 
and Chriſt incarnate, and Chriſt is not any 
one man the Son of the Virgin Mary : but 
every man is Godded with God, and 
Chriſted with Chritt that comes to the 
Pertection of the DoCtrine of H. N: 

Cbriſt 


"_- 


—— 


—_— 


——_— a SS WY WW 8. 


[101] 
. Chriſt therefore withiz, is that flate is 
man which leaves the writtex Word or Let- 
ter, and hearkens wholly to the Revelation 
of the Spirit 3 and this is the true Light, 
and the Regeneration or Birth , into this 
ſtate is Feſus Chriſt, and he is no where elſe. 
H. N. tirlt Exhort. Sect. 13, | 

And that this is the very DoQrine of 
the Quakers, I prove, 1. Becauſe The. 
Forſter in the above-mentioned Treatife, 
p-13- faith, That the Light which is Chriſt 
within is not natural , but it is ſufficient 
to Salvation. But we know that Reaſon 
and Conſcience are natural and inſuff- 
cient in themſelves to Salvation , by 
which it is plain they are excluded from 
having any thing to do in this Light, 
2. G. Fox in his Great Myſtery, pag.207. 
210. {aith, That Chriſt s not diſtinti from 
the Saints , and he that eats the fleſh of 
Chriſt bath it within bim. And 1n pag, 
206. he declares , That if there be any 
Chriſt but be that was crucified within, be 
is a falſe Chriſt ; and he that bath not this 
Chriſt that was crucified within, is a Re- 
probate. To this purpoſe is that of Ri- 
chard Stubbs aQuaker, who asking Eli- 
zabetb Whetberly, How ſhe expected to 
be ſaved? ſhe anſwered, By that Tt 
who 
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who was born of a Virgin , and died at 
Jeruſalem. - Stubbs told her , that wax 


. 
o 
| 


the falſe Chriſt, and an Antichriſt: | 
Wherebyiit is plain , that the Quakers | 


lay aſide the Perſon of Chriſt as he is 
God and Man without us. © What then 
can this Light within, which they (ay is 
Chriſt, be, but the coming into the way 
or diſpenſation of Quakers ? which is 
ſach a ſtate wherein a man leaves the 
written Word of God, and hearkens 
wholly to inward Revelations. 

And it any man ſhall object and ſay, 
That the Quakers ſpeak of Chriſt, and 
{ay that he was born of the Virgin, and 
crucified upon the Croſs, and therefore 
ſhall think that they acknowledge a 
Chriſt without them : Let him nor be 
gulled and cheated into a good opinion 
of them for this, tor H. N. fays as much; 
and repeats the very words of moſt of 
the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed a3 
the Chriftian Church hach them, and-yet 
turns thern all into a myliical and alle- 
porical {crifſe. And I have above cited 
the Teſtimony of G. Fox, a prime Qua- 
ker, that if there be any Cbriſt but be that 
was crneified within, be is a falfe Chriſt 3 
and Fawes Naylor wrote a Letter to one 

In 
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in Lancaſhire , that he that expeZted to be 
ſaved by bim that di:d at Jeruſalem, ſhould 
be deceived. Thcrefore it is undoubted 
that they account the Conception, Birth, 
Lite, Death, Reſurre&ion and Aſcen- 
lion of our Lore Jefus, as they were in 
the Hiltory and Letter tranſadted'in Fu- 
dea to be a mere Fable. So that this 
may (erve as' a Caution once for all to 
every one that reads their Writings, 
that when they meet with: any thing 
about our Saviour Jefus \Chaſt, or 
Heaven or Hell or the day of. Judgment, 
they may know the Quakers underitand 
ic in a Myltical {ente. 

There is no Rational Perſon but will 
at. firſt fight diſcover the: horrid and 
wicked Blaſphemy of the Quakers in 
aſſerting, their Light within, and that 
whoever tollows them muſt deny the 
Lord Jeſus as a Pexſon without them, 
belide whom there is no name given un- 
der heaven whereby any man can be fa- 
ved. And is not: this a very fad Light 
that ſhall lead a man down to Heltand 
the Devil? that fhall carry a man like 
an Iynis fatuws from his right way mto 
Bogs and Ditches, and cauſe him at laft 
to fall into the pit of everlaſting Deftra- 
Ction.? CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


The Quakers Pretence of Iomediatt 
Revelations. 


genes the true Religion juſtly en- 

titles God to be its Author who im- 
mediately inſpired the Prophets and A- 
poltles 3 theretore the Devil (who was 
always Gods Ape) countenances the Im- 
poſtures and Degcits he (ets abroad by 
his ſervants, with the falſe Pretence & 
Divine Inſpiration. -And herein theſe | 
Seducers have a double advantage, hl, 
by amuſing the common People and tel. | 
ling them, that what they ſpeak come 
from God: And then, econdly, = 
hope to ſecure themſelves from any Dil- 
putes and Examination of their Do- | 
rin tor none are (o bold as to que | 
ſtion any thing that truly comes from | 
God. ' | 
Now: all ſuch Pcople as theſe are cab 
led Enthuſiaſts , that is, ſuch .as fall) 
conceit themſelves to be inſpired 3 now 
to be inſpired 15 to be moved in an ex: 
traordinary 
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traordinary manner by the Power or 
Spirit of God to a@, ſpeak or think 
what 1s holy, juſt, and truez from 
whence it follows, that Enthuſiaſm is a. 
full but falſe Perſuation in a man that 
he is inſpired. 

' And this falſe Perſuaſion in the Qua- 
kers of being immediately inſpired, ari- 
fes from the Melancholineſs of their 
Temper; for the DejeQtedneſs of their 
Countenances and the alteration of their 
Viſages trom that cheartulneſs that is'in 
other men, (hew them to be the moſt 
Mclancholic Sc& that ever came into 
the World. 

When therefore the Melancholic and 
Hypochondriacal Humor (which is ex- 
traordinarily predominant in them)mix- 
ing with the Blood and Spirits is fome- 
what retined in the Heart, and being 
warmed there, aſcends copiouſly into 
the Brain, it affe&s the mind with va- 
rieties of Imaginations, and intoxicates 
and makes the man as it were drunk for 
the preſent, till by ſtretching his Voice, 
and the Earneſtneſs and Motion of his 
body, it becomes in ſome degree evapo- 
rated. And all that time that his brains 
are turgid and full of this Humor, he 
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is wonderful eloquent and bewitchingly 
taking, and the poor ignorant People 
loook upon him as a Prophet ſent ime 
mediately from God , and admire the 
Overfiowings of the Lord (as the Quakers 
phraſe it) m the man, who is fo {weet 
and affectionate, as it he would pour 
his whole Soul into the good womens 
Mouths. Whereas all this. is only an 
efte& of his Mclancholic Temper, the 
Hypochondria riting, into the Region of 
the Brain : which is ordinary in Pocts 
and Orators, according to that 


Ej/t Deus in nobis,aritante caleſcimus ill, 


Bur lcſt theſe Juglers ſhould ſay, that 
they arc {candalized, and that they pre- 
tend to no {uch thing as an immediate 
Infpiration from God, I think; it not 
amiſs to givethe Reader a briet Account 
of ſome of them. Thar it is theix Judg: 
4ment and Opinion I prove from their 
Writings. 

William Gibſon in a Pamphlet of his, 
ſays expreſly thus, The Goſpel which we 
preach, we bave not received it from Man, 
nor from Books, nor from Wrigings, bt 
by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt in us- 
Thoms 
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Thomas Forſter in the often above men- 
tioned piece lays, That immediate Reve- 

lation is not ceaſed , but that the Saints 

muſt now expect as gloriow Manifeſtations 

as were in the Primitive times. 

I ſhall add to theſe that famous Com- 
miſſion ot Edward Burronghs, whom the 
Quakers ſtile, A worthy and true Propher, 
and a Martyr for the Teftimony of Feſus, 
becauſe he died fſottiſhly in the Goal 
at London tor his Rebellion againſt, and 
contempt of the known Laws of the 
Land, and over whom Francis Howgil 
laments with the lamentation of David 
over Saul and Fonathan , I am greatly 
diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Edward, &c. 
then that of David over Abner, Died Ed, 
Burroughs as a fool dieth? Ah no. His 
Commitlion then is this , as I find it in 
the Collection of his Scribble lately prin- 
ted in Folio : 

By Order and Autbority given unto me _ 
by the Spirit of the living God , King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, the 31 day of 
the 10 month , in the year of the Worlds 
account 1655. about the fourth bowr mn 
the morning , when my Meditations were 
on my God upon my Bed in Rilkenny City 
in the Nation of Ireland, at that time the 
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Word of the Lord came unto me , ſaying, 
rite my Controverſie with all the Inbabi- 
tants of the Earth, unto all ſorts of people 
as I will ſhew thee. - - Groen under 
my hand , and ſealed by the Spirit of the 
Eternal God who lives for ever, E. B. 

Then follows, O Earth, Earth, Earth, 
bear the Word of the Lord. After this he 
lays about him on all fides as it he were 
mad, and like a ravening Wolt worries 
every thing that comes in his way, 
threatning Plagues and Vengeance to all 
that are not Quakers. But I muſt not 
forget his Prophetical Epiſtle to the 
Pope, in the concluſion of which he tells 
him , That he has many more things to 
write to him, when he receives his an- 
{wer z and it the Pope will give him 
ground to accule him, he will threſh 
him, and Jay it to his charge by the Au- 
thority and Spirit of the Lord, 

Then this Polt{cript, Return your An- 
ſwer to me, or any of the people called Qua- 
kers, for me-in London, from whence thit 
zr ſent, being written the 24 of the 8 month, 
11658. 

A pretty way of propheſying,to threa- 
ten deſtruction from the Lord againſt 
the Pope, and then to delire an Anſwer 

| (1 
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(I ſuppoſe) how he liked of it. The man 
it ſeems had a ſtrong faith; and if he 
did believe that his Prophetical Letter 
ſhould come to the Popes hands, yet he 
was but a fool if he thought cither thac 
would convert him , or that the Pope 
would trouble himſelt to anſwer it; 

Having diſcovered from their Wri- 
tings that they conceit themſclves to be 
divinely inſpired, which is a thing com- 
mon to all Enthufiaſtical Hereticks, I 
ſhall give two or three Examples of the 
folly and ridiculouſneſs of their Inſpira- 
tions. 

A Gentleman of Newcaſtle afirmed 
that ſome @akers came: to Kendale 
Church, and (aid, They had a Commiſſion 
from the Lord to pull down the Steeple. 

One Thomas Caſtley a Quaker came to 
Keydale Church in the time ot the Ser- 
mon, and ſaid; That he was commanded 
from God to pnll donin the Hour-Glaſs : 
And the fame man went a long mile 
with no'other Meſſage trom God (as he 
pretended) but this , to tell one of the 
Miniſters of Newcaltle, -Thow a#t an Bligh 
Prieſt, which words having ſpoken, he 
went his way. 

A certain Quaking Wornan at Cams 
H 2 bridge 
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bridge ſtript her (clt of her Cloths by the 
River ſide,and went ſtark naked through * 
the midii of the Town 3 and being asked 
the reaſon of ſuch aſhametul aCtion, ſhe | 
an{wered, That ſhe was commanded in 
that manner to go to the Houſe of the 
Mayor of the Town, and deliver a Meſ- 
ſage from God unto him. But ſo un- 
happily it fell out , that the Mayor was 

one a Journey, and came not home till 
ng days after. Either ſuch Revelati- 
ons as thele muſt be meer Cheats, or clle 
” it mult be (aid, that the Spirit of God 
took no notice whether the Mayor were 
at home or not. | 

One Williamſon's Wite coming to Aj- 
pleby to (ce Fames Milner a Diſciple of | 
Foxes, ſaid in the hearing of divers there, | 
That ſhe was the Eternal Son of Gad: | 
and when the men that heard her, told ! 
her that ſhe was a woman, and there- | 
fore could not be the Son of God , ſhe 
ſaid, No, you are women, but I am a man. 
This I mention , that' the Reader may | 
ſee to what abſurd Impieties theſe En- | 
thuſiaſtick people are lead by their own 
Dreams. 

At Weighton, alittle Town in Tork | 
ſhire , a woman of this Goatiſh Herd 
came 


[111] 


came naked from her own Bed to ano- 
ther womans husband , a companion of 
hers it {cems of the fame Se&t, and bid 
him, Open his Bed to ber , for the Father 
had ſent ber to him : the man had at that 
time another man lying in-Bed with him, 
who roſe to give place to this woman, 
and left this honeſt couple to lie together, 
according, to the womans Revelation. 

By this taſte which I have here given, 
there 1s no rational perſon but will con- 
clude the Quakers to be a {imple deluded 
people , taking their own Dreams and 
Mclancholick Fancics for Divine Inſpi- 
rations 3 and having caſt off the uſe of 
Realon and the written Word of God, 
are made obnoxious toall the Impoſtures 
and Injections of the Devil; and till they 
return to that Guide ( I mean the voice 
of Reaſon and Scripture ) which they 
have ſo wiltully abandoned and forſaken, 
muſt inevitably le under everlaſting Er- 
rours and Deccits. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Quakers Perfefion. 
T He Quakers talk much of PerfeQti- 


on and Freedom from. fin in this 
like, and that they have alrcady attained 
to It : but he that ſhall look into the 
Manners and Converſations of the moſt 
of them , ſhall find their Pretenfions to 
this high ftate no greater than for a 
common Strumpet to brag of her ho- 
neſiy : tor the very boaſting of a thing 
they have fo little ot, does evidently de- 
clare their enormous and monttrous 
pride; and thoſe to whom they upbraid 
the want of it, do better deſerve the 
name than they , in that their lives are 


indeed not worſe , but their (ſpirits in | 


not pretending to it , far more humble 
and modeſt. For it the Phariſces Lita- 
ny,. God I thank thee that T am not as other 
men are, ſtand upon record as a mark of 


the Phariſaica] arrogance and pride, I | 


know not how thele high-flown Enthu- 
fiaſts can juſtifie themſelves. And cer- 
tainly 
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tainly for them to arrogate to them- 
ſelves a freedom trom tin, and pertecti- 
on above all other men , when yet the 
vulgar and common people diſcern and 
take them tripping in daily faults and 
miſcarriages, even 1n their ordinary con- 
verſe with the world, it mat needs ap- 
pear that either they do the molt unjutt- 
ly challenge this ltate of perteion , or 
elle by an Antinomin liberty they con- 
ceive themſelves to have a freedom to 
act any thing 3 and that after they are 
arrived to ſuch a way and diſpenſation, 
they are no longer obliged by any Law, 
nor can any thing they do be called a fin. , 
And as hitherto I have proved by unde- 
niable Inſtances , that the Familitts and 
Quakers are one and the ſame in their 
Opinions and Judgments, fo in this 
boalt of their perte&tion and freedom 
from fin , they both walk in the ſame 
Path. And in them is that of the Apo- 
ſtle St. Peter verihed , :2 Pet- 2. 18, 9. 
When they ſpeak, great ſwelling words of 
vanity, (ſuch as perfection and treedomr: . 
trom tin )- they allure through the luits of 
the fleſh, through much wantonneſs, thoſe 
that were clean eſcaped from them who live 
in erraur, While they promiſe them lis 
H 4 berty, 
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berty , they themſelves are the ſervants of 
corruption : for of whom a man is over- 
come, of the (ame is be brought in bondage, 
I do not fiud that any of the holy Apo. 
ſtles ever claimed (ſuch a perfection in 
this lite asnot to fin at all; and if there 
be any that are arrived to (uch a vaſt mea. 
ſure of Holineſs , Almighty God keeps 
them hid as his own Jewels from the 
eycs of the world: And it we could 
{peak with any of them, I dare be con- 
tident they would own no ſuch thing in 
themſclves. And I muſt needs ſay from 
the Teltimony of our Lord and Savi- 
our, that the Publican who prayed, Gul 
be merciful to me a (inner, was of a more 
Chriſtian-like temper than theſe proud 
cenſorious Quakers, who are indeed the 
Devils Slaves , when yet they pretend a 
freedom trom fin. It is evident there- 
tore to me by what Spirit they are guid- 
ed , and from whence it is they aſſert 
themſelves to be free from fin , namely, 
becauſe they are above all Law, and 
have no other Rule for their Actions but 
their own wills and fancies, and to them 
nothing is a lin if they pleaſe not to call 
it ſo. This was of old the peric&ion 
of H.N. and his illuminate Elders "= 
\ enis 
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this was the DoGtrin of Dell, Saltmarſh, 
Town, and all Antinomians and Fami- 
liſts, and this is the ground likewiſe of 
the Quakers Pretence of Pertetion. For 
can any man think, that takes the Word 
of God tor his Rule , that bitter Envy 
and Malice, Railing and Cenſoriouſnefs, 
which make up perpetually the greateſt 
part of their Speakings to the People, 
thould be no ſws? And if they be con- 
fefled to be fins, it muſt needs follow, 
that theſe Illuminado's releaſe and ſer 
themſclves at liberty from the Rule of 
Gods Word, and that what are accoun- 
ted fins by us and all Chrittians, are not 
{oto them; but that let them wallow 
and tumble in ſenſual Delights and 
Pleaſures, and indulge their earthly and 
Animal Faculties to the full, yet they 
have no Sin, but arc as bright and pure 
as the Sun beams, and their Souls as 
white and clear as in the day of Inno- 
cence. But let every man take heed of 
giving himſelt up to ſuch a dangerous 
Principlez tor when once his Criterion 
and Diſcriminative Faculty ſhall be ſo 
vitiated, as to put bitter for ſweet, and 
{ſweet for bitter 3 and fo dull, as not to 
diſtinguiſh between Darkneſs and as ; 
1C 
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he is then in the moſt deplorable condi- 
tion and worſt ſtate that can betal a man 
in this Life. For he fins and cſteems it 
not, but makes all Actions , good and 
evil alike; from which deſperate courſe 
God of his mercy reclame theſe deluded 
People. 


CHAP. IK 
The Ways and CArts which the 


Onakers uſe in gaining Proſe: | 


tees. 


; | Here is ſcarce any Error but endea- 
vours to maintein and ſupport its 
Credit in the world by ſome Truth or 
other, and Error being ſo odiqus and 
ugly a- thing in itſelf, it hath always 
been and is {till the PraQtice and Cuſtom 
of Heretics to diſguiſe and ſhape their 
Errors into the appearance and vilage 
of Truthz and therefore the hrlt thing 
that they take care of in their making 
Proſelytes, and gaining upon the rude 


M—— 


and unlcarned Vulgar, is 
1» Io 


mean 
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1. To utter and promote ſome known 
Truths, that they may more eaſily. inſtil 
their Poylon. 

Our bleſſed Saviour foretold , that 
there ſhould come ſome ix ſheeps clotb- 
ing, who inwardly were ravening wolves. 
Matth. 7.15. Now what is that ſheeps 
clothing, but only the Innocence and 
Puricy of the Chriſtian DoGrin 3 pre- 
tending nothing leſs than the Peace and 
eternal Weltare of mens Souls, and that 
by the true Religion derived from Jeſus 
and his Apoſtles, whenas their main 
purpole is to enſnare and devour cre- 


| dulous Souls, making a Prey of them 


by their dangerous Errors, and leading 
them out ot the known way into by- 
paths to their utter Ruine and Deſtru- 
&ion. Thus becauſe the firſt Pxinciple 
of Chriftianity is Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thoſe who are baptized and bred 
up m the Chriſtian Religion from their 
Intancy, being not eaſily ſeduced from 
2 thing ſo known and common to them, 
therefore the Quaking Heretics will not 
at firſt plainly and bluntly tell them, 
that there is no ſuch Perſon in being as 
Jeſus Chriſt, but craftily infinuate their 
dangerous Dodtrin by ſaying, that it is 
frue, 
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true, they expedt to be ſaved by Jeſus 
Chriſt, but that it is a Chrift within 
chem, a Chriſt which is not diſting* 
from the Saints, and a Chriſt which 
dwells not in heaven, but in every fl 
that believes as they do. . So that they 
build their Errors upon formething, 
though but a bare Notion of the ol 
Foundation of Truth. In Ike manner 
they deal with men concerning a Judy: 
ment to come and the Reſurrection of 
the Body, by perſaading their Proſclytes, 
that indeed there is a Day of Judgment, 
but that it is in this Life, and the wic- 
ked are judged by their Doctrin, and 
declaring and teſtifying againſt them, 
and that the ReſurreGion 1s only pe- 
formed within them by a Myſtical Ri 
ſing from fin. And their Auditors be- 
ing not aware of this , but believing 
that all that theſe Inſpirado's ſpeak 
Goſpel, they are caſily captivated ffom 
the Apoftolical Faith once delivered to 
the Saints. Which way and manner df 
diſguifing and transforming the Truths 
of the Goſpel from their genuine nature 
and ſimplicity is far more apt to take 


with the inconſiderate and unwary, than 


a plain and downright Denial of them. | 
2. The 
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2. The ſecond way by which che Hes 
retics proceed in fſeducing People is to 
bring them out of love with the Paſtors 
and Minifters who have the Care and 
Overfight of them. 

And in this buſineſs they uſe all the 
Arts and InveCtives that Malice and Ha+ 
tred can furniſh them withal , ſome- 
times vilitying their Perſons by odious 
Compariſons,. aflimilating andlikening 
them to Baals Prieſts, to dumb Dogs, 
to Serpents, to Hirelings and what not 3 
ſometimes declaming, againſt them for 
their Maintenance, and perſuading the 
People that ro pay Tithe is Popiſh and 
Antichriſtian, and that both he that re. 
ceives and he that gives are yet in blind- 
nels and darknefs and not come to the 
Lightz that is, (as I ſuppoſe ) thole 
who pay their due, are not yet come to 
the Art and Perfection of cheating and 
defrauding. At another time you ſhall 
have them taxing the Miniſters with 
Lies and falſe Doctrin, asit they taught 
not their Charge the true and ſaving 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt , but poyſoned 
them with Errors and Delufions. And 
in this Diſgrace and Detamation ot their 
Adverfarics, thcy craftily inſinuate their 
own 
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own Praiſe and Commendation, that 
they prate ficely, and good reaſon they 

| have to ſay it, for a Quakers ſpeech, 
though of three hougs long was never 
worth a farthing : That they never (tudy 
for what they ſpeak, and I dare believe 
them 3 for it they did, they would cer. 
tainly be aſhamed to vent {0 much non- 
ſenſe and ridiculous ſtuff as they do: 

That they are induced to declare out of 
pure Love and Compaſlion, I ſuppoleto 
themſelves and their hungry ſtomachs; 
tor oft-times the leathern Speakers gut; 
pick a quarrel with his throat for a ſper- 
dy ſupply. However it be, the Mini: 


ſters are the ſubje&t of halt an hour 
railing diſcourte ; and their Auditors 
are ſuch fools as to believe them in what- 
ever they (ay. 

3. A third way which they makeu 
of is, to decry all Human Learning and 
the uſe of Reaſon. And hence it come 
to pals, - that the Atheift and Enthutiali 
mutually confirm one another in theit 
Errors 3 the Atheiſt laughs at the Enthu- 
fraſt for denying his Reaſon, and the 
Enthuſiaſt thinks the Atheiſt a fool tor 
relying wholly upon it. But though it 


| 
| 
| 


be common to all Enthuſiatts to delpiſe 
[ Human 


| 
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Human Learning, and reje& the Im- 
provement of Reaſon, yet the Quaker 
makes the loudeſt outcry againtt it, and 
thinks it his intereſt to exclame againſt 
Learning, becauſe he himſelf hath none, 
being the moſt ignorant and ſottiſh Sect 
that hath yet appeared in the world. 
Whereas fince the extraordmary gifts 
of Prophefie and Languages have ceaſed 
in the Church, Secular Learning hath 
been of the greateſt uſe and benefit to 
Religion of any thing in the World. 
And although theſe impudent Heretics 
be the open enemies of Learning and 
learned men, yet when they hope to 
make an advantage by it, they will be 
nibling atit 3 witneſs George Whitehead, 
who would prove the breach of the Sab- 


| bath lawful from a moth-caten Manu- 


(cript cited by Beza in his Annot4t. on 
Luk.6. And the cauſe of this their En- 
mity againſt Learning is apparent <«- 
nough, foraſmuch as by it men diſcover 
their Cheats and Impoſtures, axd their 
Viſions and Infpirations are found but 
Dreams and Melancholic Fanfies, and 
their Folly and Ignorance laid open to 
the World. Burt if we conſider it well, 
we ſhall find, that it is (et in Scripture 
as 
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as the Commendation of Moſes, that 
he was learned in all the Wiſdom 
the Egyprians » and St. Paul cites Araty, 
Menander and Epimenides three heathen! 
Poetsz but I need not ſtand long on! 
this, for if learned men had not tran 
latzd the Bible, I very much queſtion 
whether Quakers would have had any 
knowledge of it, notwithſtanding thei | 
pretended Revelations. And it Golf 
did once open the mouth ot an Als tg 
torbid the madneis of the Prophet, ye! 
the Quakers cannot prove from that on 
inſtance , that he now ſpeaks to the 
World by them. And therctore tor mer 
to throw alide their Reaſon, and the 
Knowledge of Arts and Sciences, whid! 
are now the Supporters of Religion, | 
all one as it they ſhould put out thei 
eyes, and call to the blind to lead them, 

4+ Their way is to deccive and ab 
fociate themſelves tirtt with the Women, 
And herein they imitate the Devil, who 
firſt tamper'd with the- weaker Velli 
and (cduced Eve as well knowing that 
the Maſculine Temper of Adam woul 
contemn and flight the Bait , ill pit] 
{ſented by the tzir hands of his Virgin! 

Bride. And this is no new thing, tot} 
| man) 


- 


a - A... mio = ©5.,4 


= 


- 3 


_— 


C123] 


many Heretics have diffuſed and ſpread 
their deſperate Errors by infinuating 
them firſt into the Women 3 yea, (o far 
had Marews the Valentinian proceeded in 
this Art, that he not only vitiated the 
Souls, but abuſed the Bodies of many 
of that yielding Sex: And ſuch was 
the Temper of the Quakers great Ma- 
ſter H.N. when he came overinto Eng- 
land, drawing after him a great number 


| of thoſe cafie Captives, whom he 


quickly found kind and coming, when 
allured by the ſpecious Title of The F- 
mily of Love. And this has been a very 

cat help in the Propagation of Qua- 
ety, by making the Woman firſt in the 
Tranſgreflion, who by her continual 
Solicitation and Importunity (as Delzlab 
did Samſon ) wins the good man to be- 
tray himſelf into the hands of thefe un- 
eircumcited Philiſtines, 
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54 "2" i 
CHAP. X. þ 


The Advantage of Familiſm abou 
other Setts and Hereſies. 


oy will now be queſtioncd ſince Qu} 4 
keriſm is ſo monſtrous and ſottiſhit 4 
Perfuation, as tends to the overthron} j; 
of all true Religion, by rafing th} 
very Foundations of it, by denyin} « 
the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt as God an} 
Man now living in Hcaven, and takin! $ 
away the future. Subliſtence and In 
mortality of Human Souls 3 yet never 
thelc(s it ſhould take fo much with th; 


: 

' 
ordinary fort of People, and gain ground | 
upon ſo many of them, } 

In anſwer to this, I may ſuggeſt, tha} | 
thoſe who are caught and drawn int} 
this abominable Herefie of Quakeriſm| 
are but-the Refuſe of the World, Perf | 
ſons of the meaneſt Quality and lowelf | 
Parts and Education 3 and for ſuch sf | 
thele to be enticed by Quakers 15 M0} | 
{trange thing, they being indifferent to} |, 
any Religion, and that they obſerve ary} | 

a 
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at all, 15 more out of Cuſtom and Fa« 
ſhion, than Choice and Underſtanding, 
Or I may fay, that it is to be feared, 
! *tis a juſt Judgment of God for their 
! former untaithtulneſs not only to the 
Light of their own Conſciences but of 

the holy Word of God, that ſince they 2 Theſl,:, 
would not receive the love of the Truth, <> 1+ 
#* that they might be ſaved, God ſhould ſend 

1 them ſtrong Deluſion, that they hould be- 

' keve a lie. And although this may give 


/ 
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et a 


ſome Account of the diffuſion & growth 
vw of Quakery, yet I ſhall mention ſome 
« particalar Advantages it hath over other 
' Sets and Hereſtes3 and the Firſt is this, 
Þ 1. In thatit pretends to a high de- 
b! gree of Holineſs above all other, and 
' tobe raiſed above thereſt of the wortd 
l lying in fin. That all the Earth is in 
Bondage and Slavery , over{pred with 
| Luſts and' Sins 3 and therefore are in 
F a dark and blind Condition, not 
| knowing how or by what means they 
5 {hall eſcape out of that lamentable and 
confuſed ftate they are in: But the 
Quaker, he is mounted up ſv high, that 
it 1s broad day with him, when yet *ris 
perfect night with all men beſide 3 he 
is in the Light, and this Light leads 

I 2 and 
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and guides him into all Truth, fo that i 
henceforth he fins no more, but is pur! 1 


and clean in his own eyes. Chriſt g 
within him, and he has atteined to | 
Perfe&ion and Freedom from Sin, and 
whoever comes not to this ſtate, is not 
ot God. Theſcare tine things and high 
Conceits, and the giddy Multitude that 
always affe& Novelties, are very mud 
pleated with fo much holineſs as is pre 
tended, and it works mightily upon 
their Fanfies, that if they be once Que 
kers, they ſhall be without fin, and by 
the cunning management of this pre- 
tence of Holineſs, the People are quick 
ly catcht in their nets. 

' 2+ Quakery cracks and boaſts much} 
of immediate Inſpirations, which ever | 
one in theiz meaſure are capable of. And 
this is a ſtrong and potent temptation to 
inveigle the multitude withal , to tel 
them, that when they are once Quaker, 
they ſhall be immediately acted and mo- 
ved by the Spirit of God, as the Prophet 
and Apoſtles of old were, and that what 
they now ſpeak and write is as good Ci 
nonical Scripture as the Bible 3 that they 
need no external teaching , being l| 
caught by the inſpiration of God, whid 
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is ſo pleaſing and cafie a Dodtrine , that 
it is very ſtrange it the vulgar ( who 
would fain go to Heaven by the ealiclt 
and leaſt troubleſom way ) ſhould not be 
ſeduced by it. 

3- The luſcious and ſweet bewitch- 
ing Language which they uſe, as it Su- 
gar-Plumbs lay under theix Tongues, 
when a deadly poiſon lodges 1a their 
Hearts : which being nothing but a 
canting in Scripture-phraſe and expreſ- 
ſion, and fitted to feminine fancics, yet 
has a very great influence upon the peo - 
ple, eſpecially when their minds are pre- 
pared and prejudicated with an opinion 
of their being inſpired. In theſe relpects 
now it appears that Quakery hath a very 
great advantage above all other Herekes, 
and hath ſtrong and powerful tempta- 
tions to allure unſtable and wavcring 
minds from the knowledge of the truth. 
But their Impoſtures and Cheats being 
ſo plainly dere&ted and diſcovercd in 
this foregoing Treatiſe , it any man, 
knowing and warned of them , yet wil- 
fully and preſumpcuouſly (hall tall into 
them, his deſtruction is of himſclt, and 
his ruine inexcuſfable 3 he hath now no 
cloak for his ſin. 

I 3 rhe 
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The Concluſion, 


] have now run through the chiefe} 
of the Quakers Opinions, and plainl 
and evidently proved them in every thing 
to be exatly Familiſtical : I ſhall noy 
for a Concluſion of this Treatiſe , och 
add this ſerious Admonition to thok} 
who approve of, and are hankering afte 
Quakery : And to this end I would har 
them conſider, that the Quakers do den 
the Books of the Old and New Teſt 
ment to be the Werd of God, and (q 
that they are no Rule of our Faith an) 
Manners, which muſt needs be of thi 
moſt dangerous conſequence to the ſoub] 
of men : for men being reaſonable Crez| 
tures , andin that Princely Prerogatin 
Superiour to the Beaſts of the Field 
muſt of neceſſity guide and determin: 
their Actions by fome Rule and M& 
ſure 3 and if neither Reaſon nor Scri 
ture be that Rule , "they are liable to 
impoſed upon by every Cheat, and lk 
into any errour whatever, and ſo at lil 
eternally deſtroyed : for by this meas! 
having caſt away Reaſon and —_— 
ro 
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from having any thing to do with their 
AQions, good and evil, Truth and 


- Falſhood will be all alike, and there will 


be no difference between Virtue and 
Vicez and to kill a mans Neighbour, 
and {c1ze upon his Eſtate, may be no lin, 
it the voice of Reaſon and Scripture be 
not to judge of it. Thele things will 
be of a very {ad conſequence to every 
one that expects and: looks for another 
life when this is ended. 

But it may turther be conſidered, that 
the rejecting of the Scriptures , and de- 
nying them to be the Word of God, is 
likewiſe a picce of Familiſm, and was a 
part of the Doctrine of Caſpar Swencks 
field a Sileſian,and that upon this ground 
(which the Quakers likewiſe urge ) be- 
cauſe Chriſt is called the Word. But fo 
are the Scriptures too called the Word 
of God, 1 Theſ-2.13. For this cauſe alſo 
thank we God without ceaſing, becauſe when 
ye received the Word of God which ye beard 
of us, ye received it not as the word of men, 
but (as it is indeed) the Word of God. 
So Heb.13.7. Remember them which bave 
the rule over yatt , and have ſpoken to you 
the Word of God. 

Moreover, thcy would do well to re- 
I 4 tlect 
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fict 2nd conſider how they hope to he 
ſaved : It they protels Quakery, it can. 
not be by the Death and SatisfaQtion of | 
Jcſus Chriſt the Son of God , becauſe 
the Quakers own no ſuch Perſon livi 
without them , nor do they believe the 
Hiſtory of his Death and Paſſion at Fe 
ruſalem, in the letter of it : fo that every 
man who turns to be a Quaker , puts 
himſelt out of a capacity of being ſaved: 
for there being no Name by which any 
man ſhall be ſaved but by the Name «f 
FESUS, and he being denied by them 
as a Perſon living in Heaven , they ar: 
by the Tenour ot the Goſpel excluded 
trom having any Salvation by him. By 
which it appears, that every man pro- 
{fling and embracing Quakery, hazard; 
and fcts at ſtake the everlatting Happ | 
neſs of his Immortal Soul. 

But it is no wonder they take o littk 
notice of their Souls, when they believe 
they have none; and he that tollows 
thcir ways and opinions, mult cali away 
all carc for another lite, nor think of any 
thing but for the preſent : for Heaven, 
Hell, and the Day of Judgment are (a 
they ſay) in this Life. 

And though the Quaker will impu- 


dently 


- LEES. 4 TY mm, 7 


I———c 


"i 


[131] 
dently deny all chis, and boldly affirm 
that he holds no fuch things, yet I have 


| produced nothing, as their Judgment but 


what I find pubhſhed by ſome of them 
in their printed Papers, or has been deli- 
vered by them at their own Conventicles 
ard Mcetings, and therefore is ſufficient- 
ly known to be their own opinion.But it 
need not ſtartle any man to hear a Qua- 
ker out-tace his own Errours when 
challenged with them 3 for he that cakes 
away all diſtin&ion between good and 
evil, will not {tick to lye when it is for 
his advantage, 

Wherefore theſe Hereticks being ſo . 
dangerous, 'and their Doctrine fo de- 
lructive of the Salvation of mens Souls, 
they ought carctully to be avoided, and 
their ſociety deteſtcd and ablzorred : for 
he that affociates himſelf wich them, 
cannot be free trom Sin, but as he is 
guilty of Sin in che fight of God by 
joyning himſeclt to them, ſo unleſs he 
{peedily return and repent, be will par- 
take of their Puniſhments. For fo ſaid 
the Spirit of God, Numb. 16.26. Come 
out from the Conrr2gation of theſe men, left 
ye be conſumed in thar ſinss And the, 
Apolile St. Fob, Epit. 2. ver-20-11+ lays, 

that 
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that If there come any to you, and bring 
ot the Doftrin of Feſus Chriſt (which is 
conteined in the Books of the New Te- 
ſtament) be is not to be received into your 
houſe, nor to be bid, God ſpeed; for he 
that biddeth him, God ſpeed, is partaker of 
his evil deeds. 


Laſily, it avy man would keep him. | 


ſelf from being drawn into their Errors, 
he muſt be ſure to obſerve the written 
Word of God as the Rule of his Belicf 


and Actions, nor muſt he forſake the | 


Dicates and Notices of right Reaſon: 
For by theſe two things he may judge 
of any Doctrin propounded to. him, and 
whatever any man tells him, if it be 
contrary to Scripture and Reaſon , he 


may be certain that it is falſe. As for | 
inttance, the Quaker comes and pre- | 


tends, that what he delivers, it 1s di- 
vinely inſpired to him by the Spirit, 
and that he hath immediate Revelati- 
ons from God. In this Caſe now, I am 
to try what he brings by the Word 
God and right Realon. St. Paul lays, 
Gal.1.8.9. That it any man or an An- 
gel from Heaven ſhould preach any 
other DoCtrin than what they had al- 
ready preached , and the believers re- 
ceived 
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ceived he ſhould be accurſed, Now 
therefore, if theſe Quaking Inſpirations 
contein any other DcErin than what 
is delivered in the Bible, that Do@rin 
is falſe, and thoſe that broached it are 
accurſed. And it the Revelation be of 
ſomething which the Word of God 
meddles not with, as concerning the 
going, or not going to ſuch a Place, the 
doing or not doing of ſuch an Aion 
Common Reaſon will help a man to 
judge very much in it, and will afford 
ſo much light as to diſcover the Reve- 
lation to be fooliſh and ridiculous, and 
nothing eiſe but a Fankie ariling from a 
deep Melancholy, and miſtaken for the 
Inipiration of the Spirit of God. And 
by theſe two helps, ſuppoſing a man 
to be faithful to God and his own ſoul, 
he may caſily diſcover and avoid ſuch 
pernicious Errors. For it is the cun- 
ning of theſe wicked People to deny 
the Scriptures and the uſe of Reaſon, 
becauſe they know they are ſo diametri- 
cally oppolite to their Dodrins and 
Opinions. 
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